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INDIA, SWEDEN TO SIGN MOU FOR POLAR SCIENCE
COOPERATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Klas Molin  

India and Sweden are likely to sign their first maritime cooperation agreement, Cooperation in
Polar Science, during the visit to India of the Swedish royal couple and senior Ministers,
including Foreign Minister Anne Linde.

“We have a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that is being prepared, its both Arctic and
Antarctic, so we call it Polar encompassing both... It has been in the works for some time. We
have a tentative agreement,” Swedish Ambassador to India Klas Molin told The Hindu, ahead of
the visit of King Carl Gustaf and Queen Silvia.

In the past few years, India has signed a series of maritime information exchange as well as
military logistics support agreements, extending the reach of its armed forces. The pact with
Russia, in advanced stages of discussion, will give India access to Russian bases in the Arctic
for logistics and operational turnaround. However, the agreement with Sweden is scientific in
nature.

Mr. Molin said the Swedish government made it clear that it saw defence as one important area
“continually” between the two countries and the Swedish government was “behind SaaB’s
efforts” to pitch its Gripen fighter for the Indian Air Force’s tender for 114 jets. The company
remains very interested, he said, adding, “We are waiting to hear from the Indian authorities on
the next step.”

Asked whether Sweden had spoken to the U.S. about the tender to avoid problems in future as
the Gripen is powered by an American engine and has other U.S.-origin components, Mr. Molin
said, “There is no such issue.”

Approvals needed

Observing that any aircraft today anywhere has components from different countries, he said his
take was that SaaB had offered to be a partner and obviously, the approvals needed, in this
case from the American partners, “have been discussed and acquired, otherwise they wouldn’t
be a contender”.

U.S. companies Boeing and Lockheed Martin are also in the race with their F-18 and F-16
fighter jets.
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A TIME TO REBUILD
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

At the end of his talks with the visiting Sri Lankan president Gotabaya Rajapaksa, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi affirmed that “the security and development of our two countries are inseparable.
Therefore, it is natural that we should be aware of each other’s safety and sensibilities.” This
proposition appears self-evident. Yet the reality of recent decades has been the intense discord
between Delhi and Colombo, triggered by India’s involvement in the prolonged civil war in Sri
Lanka. India’s support for Tamil insurgent groups in the early 1980s followed by a military
intervention during 1987-90 and political pressure on the rights of the Tamil minority had
convinced the Sinhala majority that Delhi was hostile to the island nation. India had grievances
of its own — due to Colombo’s steady strategic drift towards Beijing and its lack of progress on
political reconciliation with the Tamil population after a decisive victory against the insurgency a
decade ago.

Efforts in the last few years to resolve these contentions went nowhere, thanks to internecine
battles in Colombo between the president and prime minister. The decisive mandate for
Gotabaya in the recent elections has opened up space for a renewed effort at rebuilding bilateral
relations. In Delhi, Gotabaya affirmed that Sri Lanka will do nothing to undermine India’s security
interests and promised that his government’s engagement with China will be strictly commercial.
India, in turn, has extended strong support to Gotabaya’s plans to counter the resurgence of
terrorism in Lanka and to the new president’s ambitious economic goals.

But the Tamil question remains a ticking time bomb that could once again wreck bilateral
relations. Modi said Gotabaya briefed him on his plans to address the concerns of the Tamil
minority and expressed hope that the Lanka president will meet their aspirations. Gotabaya
argues that talk of devolution has delivered little to the Tamils, but only angered the Sinhala
majority. He says he would like to transcend Lanka’s identity politics by producing meaningful
change in the economic conditions of the Tamil population. For many in Chennai, this approach
will be unacceptable. But Delhi surely knows that it cannot impose external solutions to Sri
Lankan problems. Colombo knows that doing nothing for the Tamils will inevitably escalate
Chennai’s pressure on Delhi to intervene in Lanka’s internal politics and push the two nations
back to square one. There is only one way to manage this complex political interdependence —
for Colombo to make visible progress on the Tamil condition and for Delhi to support indigenous
solutions for Sri Lanka’s political reconciliation.
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INDIA AND SWEDEN SET TO EXPAND TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf on Monday held extensive talks with President Ram Nath Kovind
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi to expand overall bilateral cooperation in diverse areas
including in trade and investment, innovation and and culture.

After talks between the King and President Kovind, the sides signed three pacts providing for
cooperation in polar science, innovation and research and in maritime spheres.

Mr. Modi and King Gustaf also chaired a meeting of the India-Sweden High-Level Policy
Dialogue on Innovation Policy, discussing ways to expand engagement in research and
development.

“Delighted to meet Their Majesties King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia. We had extensive
discussions on boosting cooperation between India and Sweden. Closer economic and cultural
ties between our nations will greatly benefit our citizens,” Mr. Modi said in a tweet.

The King and the Queen are here on a five-day visit.
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SIBERIA PIPELINE CEMENTS CHINA-RUSSIA BOND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin on Monday remotely
inaugurated the “Power of Siberia” gas pipeline — a massive cross-border undertaking not only
central to China’s energy security but also for bolstering special ties between Beijing and
Moscow. The 30-year project is anchored by a $400 billion gas deal.

From the Atamanskaya compressor station on the border with China, Alexi Miller, the head of
the Russian gas giant Gazprom, which has played a leading role in conceiving and
implementing the project, invited Mr. Putin and President Xi to the inaugural via a video link.

“Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich, allow me to give a command to open the pipeline valve,” Mr. Miller
said, addressing President Putin, the Russian news agency Tass reported.

On receiving Mr. Putin’s permission, Mr. Miller said: “Dear Vladimir Vladimirovich, Dear Xi
Jinping, the valve has been open. Gas is flowing to the gas transmission system of the People’s
Republic of China.”

Russia has been a primary gas supplier to Europe, but the Power of Siberia is the first cross-
border gas pipeline between Russia and China, adding a prominent eastern dimension to
Moscow’s energy blueprint.

Under the contract, Russia will deliver 1 trillion cubic meters of natural gas to China over the
next 30 years.

Next year, Moscow will supply around 5 billion cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas, but the volume
will gradually rise to 38 billion cubic meters per year, the China National Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC) said on Monday in a statement.

From Siberia to China’s Yangtze River delta in Shanghai, the massive pipeline will cover 8,000
km, with 5,111 km inside China, passing through nine provinces and municipalities.

Gas is being sourced from Chayandinskoye and Kovytka fields in eastern Siberia, and is then
piped to Blagoveshchensk — the last town on the Russian side of the border. From there, it is
tunneled under the Amur River, before entering Heihe on the Chinese side.

Analysts say that the brand new pipeline is an emblem of closer energy integration in Eurasia.
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CREATING AN INDO-PAK. TRADE CORRIDOR
THROUGH PUNJAB

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

A view of the Kartarpur complex and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib.  

India-Pakistan relations have always been viewed through the prism of Kashmir. But, as noted
security expert C. Raja Mohan argued, the opening of the Kartarpur corridor has unlocked the
possibility of looking at bilateral relations through the prism of Punjab and the idea of punjabiyat.
While some believe that Pakistan’s interest in opening this religious corridor is to revive the
Khalistan movement, others look at this as a harbinger of normal relations between the
countries.

In this regard, it is worth considering whether Punjab can be made central to the India-Pakistan
relationship by opening new trade corridors or fortifying existing trade routes running through
Punjab. These trade corridors or routes could be developed with an aim to foster a free trade
area that brings closer the two Punjabs. As lawyer Raj Bhala argues, such a free trade area
could allow absolute free trade in those agricultural and industrial goods and services that
originate in either of the Punjabs. This would allow agricultural products originating in Indian
Punjab to get preferential market access in Pakistan, thus benefiting the farmers of Punjab. It
would also amplify the size of the markets for producers and consumers of Punjab from
Chandigarh to Lahore.

Such an FTA can be drafted, thanks to Article XXIV.11 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), especially created for India and Pakistan. The Article allows World Trade
Organization (WTO) member countries to enter a customs union (CU) or enter into a FTA
subject to the following conditions. First, the countries need to eliminate barriers on
“substantially all” trade between them. Second, the countries need to ensure that their tariff
barriers vis-à-vis third countries are not “on the whole higher or more restrictive” than what they
were before the CU or FTA came into existence.

While the Article’s obligations apply to all trade agreements in goods entered into by all WTO
member countries, paragraph 11 of the article exempts the application of these requirements to
a trade deal that India and Pakistan may enter into.The GATT contracting parties recognised
that India and Pakistan have long constituted one economic unit and thus should be allowed to
enter into special agreements. Paragraph 11 allows India and Pakistan to do two things. First,
the two countries can enter into special trading arrangements pending the establishment of
mutual trade relations on a definitive basis, and such an arrangement need not meet the
requirements of the entire GATT. Second, even after the two countries agree upon trade
arrangements, they may depart from GATT rules. The only requirement is that these
arrangements should in general be consistent with GATT’s objectives — a condition that would
not be difficult to satisfy.

Liberal internationalists argue that there is a positive correlation between trade and peace. Freer
trade fosters better economic relations between countries and boosts ties of interdependence
between the private sectors and the governments. This interdependence creates new
constituencies which demand and lobby for peace as it serves their interests. The overall net-
effect is fewer conflicts, thus more peaceful relations. In the context of India-Pakistan ties,
researchers have long argued that augmenting bilateral trade can yield a ‘peace dividend’. India
needs to appreciate that there is not one but several ‘Pakistans’ to deal with. While it should deal
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resolutely with the Pakistani deep state, it also needs to reach out to the business community,
including in Pakistani Punjab, and nurture these peace constituencies, as part of a larger
political process. Boosting trade can be one way to cultivate such peace constituencies.

India and Pakistan have to collectively fight against the scourge of poverty. Trade can play an
important role in this. Bilateral trade is today languishing at around $2.5 billion annually, while
the potential, according to the World Bank, is $37 billion. Trade ties between the two countries
hit rock bottom when Islamabad, recklessly, suspended all trade ties after the Article 370
decision in August. Earlier, India had unilaterally increased custom duties on all Pakistani
products to 200%, post the Pulwama terror attack in February. On its part, Pakistan did not
honour its most favoured nation obligation towards India for a very long time. Creating a new
trade corridor from Chandigarh to Lahore, and a free trade area across the Radcliffe Line can be
the first principal move towards normalising trade interactions.

Prabhash Ranjan teaches at South Asian University’s Faculty of Legal Studies. Views are
personal
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WINNING THE PEACE: ON GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA'S
INDIA VISIT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

The visit last week of Sri Lanka’s new President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to India and his
extended talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi was an affirmation by the two nations to
make good bilateral ties a priority for each. Mr. Rajapaksa is aware of the problems the
relationship has faced, due to both the proximity between India and Sri Lanka, and the
interlinked and complicated peoples’ histories. In comments to The Hindu, he made it clear that
he wants consistency and constant communication to avoid the problems of the past. In the last
decade, these have included India’s concerns about the pace of reconciliation in the Tamil-
majority North and East, the welcoming of Chinese investment for major projects including the
Hambantota port and Colombo harbour and military engagement, unhappiness over the slow
pace of clearance for Indian projects, and other bilateral issues. In Colombo there has been the
overhanging suspicion that Indian intelligence agencies play a role in domestic politics, including
the 2015 defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa. In the hour-long conversation the two leaders had, it
seemed apparent that there was some clarity on all issues and a will to build a new future. There
was also a recognition that after working together closely against the LTTE, there were new
threats, especially in the wake of the Easter Day bombings by an Islamic State-affiliated group
that has Indian links. India’s announcement of $50-million in aid along with an additional $400-
million in development aid is proof of that. India’s and Sri Lanka’s security is “indivisible” Mr.
Modi said, indicating the need for more high-level contacts. Mr. Rajapaksa accepted Mr. Modi’s
invitation to make his first presidential visit abroad to New Delhi, and has invited the Indian
leader to be the first State guest he welcomes to Colombo.

However, the next few months will reveal how much the new regime will actually work to engage
New Delhi’s concerns. Apart from clearances for infrastructure projects in the north, port projects
in Trincomalee, and the airport in Mattala, Mr. Rajapaksa will be judged on how far he regulates
investment and manage debts to China. Above all, his attitude towards the less developed areas
of the North and East, where most minorities did not vote for him, will be keenly watched. His
stated desire to place development over devolution commitments will be a cause for worry for
New Delhi as well as Chennai, that have consistently urged the Sri Lankan government to
ensure what the MEA called “dignity, peace, equality and justice” for Tamils; they suffered
devastating losses during the three decades of war and remain less prosperous than the rest of
the Island country. While a war can be won in a defined and short span, winning the peace and
healing people is an extended process that takes decades, a process that India will follow
closely in Sri Lanka.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Register to The Hindu for free and get unlimited access for 30 days.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/need-more-coordination-between-delhi-colombo-says-gotabaya-rajapaksa/article30125809.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/will-take-ties-with-india-to-higher-levels-says-sri-lankan-president-gotabaya-rajapaksa/article30113738.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30142262&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30142262&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 12

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Why you should pay for quality journalism - Click to know more

Please enter a valid email address.

Boris Johnson seems bent on delivering a no-deal Brexit

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Support The Hindu's new online experience.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/whypayfornews?utm_source=hindu&utm_medium=articlebottom&utm_campaign=whypay
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30142262&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30142262&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 13

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-12-03

A NEW MOULD FOR MAURITIUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore,
and contributing editor on foreign affairs for 'The Indian Express'.

As it prepares to host the prime minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, who returned to power
in the recent general elections, Delhi needs to change the lens through which it sees the small
island republic in the western Indian Ocean.

For far too long, Delhi has viewed Mauritius through the prism of diaspora. This was, perhaps,
natural since communities of Indian origin constitute a significant majority in the island. But the
time has come to reimagine Mauritius in much larger terms.

More recently, Delhi has certainly begun to see the strategic significance of Mauritius thanks to
the renewed great power contestation in the Indian Ocean. Right at the very start of his first term
in May 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi saw Mauritius as part of India’s neighbourhood and
invited its leadership to join his inauguration along with other South Asian leaders.

It was during his visit to Mauritius in 2015 that Modi unveiled an ambitious policy called the
SAGAR (security and growth for all). It was India’s first significant policy statement on the Indian
Ocean in many decades. Delhi has some ways to go before it can translate the logic of SAGAR
into effective outcomes on the ground.

But there is a bigger challenge for Delhi in dealing with Mauritius. It is the urgent need to discard
the deep-rooted perception that Mauritius is simply an extension of India. It is not. Mauritius is a
sovereign entity with a unique national culture and an international identity of its own. Its leaders
are also conscious of the island’s special place in the Indian Ocean as a thriving economic hub
and an attractive strategic location. Although it is quite small with just 1.3 million people,
Mauritius has been punching way above its weight.

Jugnauth’s visit is a good moment for India to visibly demonstrate its respect for the sovereignty
of Mauritius. Jugnauth, who took over from his father Anerood as the PM in January 2017, has
now won power on his own steam. At 61, Pravind may not be too young, but he represents a
new generation that is immensely proud of the republic’s extraordinary evolution from a slave
island to a prosperous economy.

An India that begins to see Mauritius on its own terms would want to go beyond sentimentalism
and to explore the immense possibilities for elevating India’s strategic partnership with an island
that is looking beyond sugar plantations to financial services and technological innovation.

Mauritius is all about location and the genius of its people. As early European explorers sailed
around the African continent and ventured eastwards to India, they began to call Mauritius, the
“Star and Key of the Indian Ocean”. If the Portuguese and the Dutch were the first to gain a
foothold in Mauritius, it was the French who gained effective control over the island in the early
18th century.

The French developed sugar plantations, introduced ship building and developed a naval base.

https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
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The French certainly understood the strategic significance of Mauritius. A French soldier and
colonial official, Félix Renouard de Sainte-Croix, described the island as “a central geographical
point between every other place in the world’.

The British who gained control over Mauritius during the Napoleonic wars turned it into a
garrison island that would help secure the sea lines of communication between Europe and
India. The enduring value of its location is reflected in the fact that Diego Garcia, once part of
Mauritius, today hosts one of America’s largest foreign military bases in the world.

But in emphasising the value of military access to Mauritius, it is easy to miss its geo-economic
significance. The French description of the island as a “central geographic point” holds equally
true for commerce and connectivity in the Indian Ocean. As a member of the African Union,
Indian Ocean Rim Association and the Indian Ocean Commission, Mauritius is a stepping stone
to multiple geographies.

If Delhi appreciates the value of Mauritius as a regional hub, a number of possibilities present
themselves. One, as new investments pour into Africa, Mauritius is where a lot of it gets
serviced. Mauritius can be the fulcrum for India’s own African economic outreach.

Two, until now India has tended to deal with the so-called Vanilla islands of the south western
Indian Ocean — Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mayotte, Reunion and Seychelles — on a
bilateral basis. If the Indian establishment thinks of them as a collective, it could make Mauritius
the pivot of Delhi’s island policy.

Three, the Mauritius pivot can facilitate a number of Indian commercial activities in the south
western Indian ocean — as a banking gateway, the hub for flights to and from Indian cities and
tourism.

Four, India could also contribute to the evolution of Mauritius as a regional centre for
technological innovation. India has not really responded so far to the demands from Mauritius for
higher education facilities from India like the IIT.

Five, climate change, sustainable development and the blue economy are existential challenges
for Mauritius and the neighbouring island states. Mauritius will be the right partner in promoting
Indian initiatives in these areas. It could also become a valuable place for regional and
international maritime scientific research.

Finally, if Delhi takes an integrated view of its security cooperation in the south western Indian
Ocean, Mauritius is the natural node for it. The office of a defence adviser in Mauritius, for
example, can service the demands of all the island nations as well as the East African states.

All this and more is possible if Delhi takes a fresh and more strategic look at Mauritius. One way
of getting there is to have an early Indian summit with the leaders of the Vanilla islands.

The writer is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore and
contributing editor on international affairs, The Indian Express
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DELHI’S COLOMBO CHALLENGE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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India’s proactive approach led to New Delhi being the destination of Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s maiden foreign visit less than two weeks after his election. External
affairs minister S Jaishankar visited Colombo within a day of Mr Rajapaksa taking office to
establish contact with the new regime in Sri Lanka, and to send out the message that New Delhi
wished to make a fresh start with the Rajapaksa brothers. India’s outreach to
Mr Rajapaksa is based on the government’s new approach of working with whoever is chosen
by the people of neighbouring countries, instead of propping up favourites. Mr Rajapaksa too
sent out the right message, telling the Indian leadership that the country will remain a priority for
his government, and that no “third force” will be allowed to come in the way of bilateral
cooperation. This is significant because of the fraught relationship New Delhi has had with Mr
Rajapaksa and his brother, current Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was perceived as
close to China during his earlier stint as president.

In his interactions with the Indian media, Mr Rajapaksa acknowledged the misunderstandings
dating back to his brother’s presidency, but also made it clear India needn’t worry about Sri
Lanka’s relations with Pakistan or China. However, he added that other countries in the region
must make greater investments in Sri Lanka to provide an alternative to China’s largesse. Mr
Rajapaksa gave ample hints that his government is doing a rethink about the devolution of
powers to the northern and eastern regions of Sri Lanka, where Tamils are in a majority.
According to Mr Rajapaksa, development, and not just devolution, is the answer to the Tamil
question.

Given that the Indian side has called on the new Sri Lankan government to take forward the
reconciliation process to fulfil the aspirations of Tamils, it is clear the two countries will have to
find common ground on this and other issues. Such accommodation is all the more necessary in
view of Sri Lanka’s proximity to strategic sea lanes of communication and China’s growing
presence in the Indian Ocean region. Indian diplomacy has its task cut out.
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Ministry of Defence

Joint Statement: First India-Japan 2+2 Foreign and Defence
Ministerial Meeting

Posted On: 30 NOV 2019 8:05PM by PIB Delhi

Defence Minister of India, Mr. Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister of India, Dr. S.
Jaishankar, met Foreign Affairs Minister of Japan, Mr. MOTEGI Toshimitsu, and Minister of
Defense of Japan, Mr. KONO Taro, on 30 November 2019 in New Delhi for the first India-Japan
2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministerial Meeting.

2.     The Ministers affirmed that this dialogue will further enhance the strategic depth of bilateral
security and defence cooperation. Acknowledging emerging security challenges, the Ministers
reiterated their commitment to advancing bilateral security cooperation based on the 2008 Joint
Declaration on Security Cooperation and the 2009 Action Plan to advance Security Cooperation.
Recalling that the two sides had a shared vision of a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-
Pacific region in which the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity are ensured, and all
countries enjoy freedom of navigation and overflight, the Ministers emphasized that further
strengthening of bilateral cooperation was in mutual interest of both countries and would also
help in furthering the cause of the peace, security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region.

Bilateral Cooperation

3.     The Ministers welcomed the progress made in deepening bilateral defence cooperation last
year. The Ministers noted with satisfaction that since last year India and Japan have initiated
bilateral exercises between all three components of their defence forces.  The Ministers shared
the view to make continuous efforts for holding the bilateral exercises between the defence
forces regularly and further expanding the same. In this regard, the Ministers welcomed the
recently conducted second “Dharma Guardian-2019” and the second “SHINYUU Maitri-2019”.
The Ministers also concurred to proceed with coordination for the first India-Japan joint fighter
aircraft exercise in Japan.

4.     The Ministers welcomed the significant progress made in the negotiations of Acquisition
and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) since the announcement to commence the negotiations
in October 2018. The Ministers expressed their desire for early conclusion of the negotiations
and were of the view that the agreement will further contribute to enhancing defence cooperation
between the two sides.

5.     Acknowledging the importance of ensuring maritime safety in achieving a free, open,
inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific, the Ministers expressed their intention to further promote
cooperation in the field of capacity building in maritime security and Maritime Domain
Awareness including through cooperation with other countries. In this context, the Ministers
welcomed the setting up of Information Fusion Centre - Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) by India
in December 2018. The Indian side looked forward to Japanese side dispatching a liaison officer
at the IFC-IOR in the near future. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the commencement of
exchange of information based on the Implementing Arrangement for Deeper Cooperation
between the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force and the Indian Navy signed last year.
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6.     The Ministers emphasized the need to further strengthen the defence equipment and
technology cooperation and looked forward to productive discussions in the fifth Joint Working
Group on Defence Equipment and Technology Cooperation (JWG-DETC). In this context, the
Ministers welcomed the progress on cooperative research in the area of Unmanned Ground
Vehicle (UGV)/ Robotics.

7.     The Ministers appreciated the existing exchange programs between the defence
educational and research institutions of the two countries and expressed their desire to continue
and expand the exchange programmes.

Multilateral Cooperation

8.     Recalling the Japan-India-US Summit Meetings in November 2018 and June 2019, the
Ministers acknowledged the trilateral cooperation with the US. The Ministers expressed their
satisfaction at trilateral cooperation represented by the “MALABAR 2019” held from September-
October 2019 off the coast of Japan, mine-countermeasures exercise (MINEX) held in Japan in
July 2019 and “Cope India 2018” in which Japan participated as an observer in December 2018.

9.     The Ministers welcomed the recent Japan-India-Australia-US Foreign Ministerial
consultations in New York in September 2019.

Regional and International Affairs

10.   The Ministers had a frank and fruitful exchange of views on the regional issues of mutual
interests particularly on the security situation in the Indo-Pacific.

11.   The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of supporting ASEAN centrality and unity for
promoting peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific. The Ministers welcomed the adoption of
“ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP)” during the 34th ASEAN Summit in Thailand in June
2019.  The Ministers expressed their commitment to working together with ASEAN for achieving
their shared objectives. The Ministers also reiterated their support for ASEAN-led frameworks
such as the East Asia Summit (EAS), the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus). 

12.  The Japanese side appreciated India’s announcement of “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” at
the recent 14th EAS to create a safe, secure, stable, prosperous and sustainable maritime
domain and confirmed their willingness to discuss concrete cooperation based on the Initiative.
The Ministers noted with satisfaction that India and Japan’s initiatives for realizing a free and
open Indo-Pacific, including also the recent “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” and AOIP all strive
for an Indo-Pacific region that is inclusive and open to all countries in the region.  The Indian
side welcomed Japan’s “Vientiane Vision 2.0” in November 2019 as an updated initiative for
defence cooperation between Japan and ASEAN.

13.   The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of realizing North Korea’s complete, verifiable and
irreversible dismantlement of all weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missiles of all ranges
in accordance with the relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions (UNSCRs) and
expressed their commitment to the full implementation of the relevant UNSCRs. The Ministers
condemned North Korea’s recent launches of ballistic missiles which are clear violation of the
relevant UNSCRs. The Ministers strongly urged North Korea to resolve the abductions issue at
the earliest date.

14.   The Ministers exchanged views on the recent developments in the South China Sea
keeping in view also the Chairman's Statement of the 14th EAS. In this context, the Ministers
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reaffirmed the importance of freedom of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful commerce
and peaceful resolution of disputes with full respect for legal and diplomatic processes in
accordance with the universally recognized principles of international law, including those
reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Ministers also
took note of the negotiations of a Code of Conduct (COC) and urged that it should be effective,
substantive, and consistent with international law, including the UNCLOS, ensure freedom of
navigation and must not prejudice the rights and interests of the stakeholders using the South
China Sea and freedoms of all states under international law.

15.  The Ministers condemned in the strongest terms the growing threat of terrorism and
acknowledged that it constituted a major threat to peace and security in the region. The
Ministers called upon all countries take resolute action in rooting out terrorist safe havens and
infrastructure, disrupting terrorist networks and eliminating financing channels and halting cross-
border movement of terrorists. The Ministers underlined the need for all countries to ensure that
all territory under their control is not used to launch terrorist attacks on other countries in any
manner. They noted in this context the threat posed to regional security by terrorist networks
operating out of Pakistan and called upon it to take resolute and irreversible action against them
and fully comply with international commitments including to FATF. The Ministers emphasised
the need for stronger international partnership in countering terrorism and violent extremism,
including through increased sharing of information and intelligence.

16.   The Ministers shared recognition on the importance of continuing exchange of opinions in
light of the success of this 2+2 Ministerial Meeting, and decided to hold the next 2+2 Ministerial
Meeting in Tokyo.

 

30 November 2019

New Delhi

 

ABB/Nampi/DK/Savvy/MTJ/ADA
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ONE STATE PUSH FOR ISRAEL AND PALESTINE?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The recognition of the U.S. State Department of the illegal Jewish settlements in the West Bank
is yet another indication that the two-state solution is dead. There are 600,000 Jewish settlers in
the West Bank and they will soon be one third of the overall population. When the Zionist
settlers in the 1930s became one third of the population, Palestine was doomed. This is when
the Zionist leadership began to contemplate the 1948 ethnic cleansing of Palestine.

The West Bank is under a similar danger. Vast areas have already been ethnically cleansed,
and the rest are enclaved in spaces that at any given moment Israel can turn into inhabitable
areas, as it did in the Gaza Strip. This policy has so far been immune from any significant
international rebuke.

The “Green Line” — the 1949 armistice line that separates Israel from the West Bank — is a
figment of the imagination of those who support the two-state solution. It was replaced by a
greater Israel, ruled by the Israeli nationality law passed in 2018 that states that only the Jews
have the right of self-determination all over historical Palestine, sanctions the continued
colonisation of the country and upholds its apartheid system.

This new reality requires a different approach by anyone caring for the future of the Palestinians
and respects their basic rights. This is now a struggle for a regime change. A regime that allows
half of the population living between the River Jordan and the Mediterranean to have all the
privileges and continue to rob the other half of its living space, lands, rights, dignity and life.
Such an oppressive reality is not solved by a “peace process” but only by decolonisation that
would reformulate the relationship between the third generation of Jewish settlers who arrived in
the late 19th century and the indigenous population of Palestine on the basis of equality.

Decolonisation is rightly associated with processes that took place in the first half of the last
century (such as the one leading to the liberation of India), but that does not mean colonisation
disappeared from the rest of the globe. Even more importantly, the process of decolonisation,
apart from two places, Algeria and South Africa, has not affected settler colonial projects which
ended in the creation of the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and Israel, to
mention but few of those cases.

In some cases, the settler community acted upon the logic, defined by the late Australian
scholar, Patrick Wolfe, as “the logic of the elimination of the native”. This led to the genocide of
native Americans and aboriginals. But even there the struggle continues for recognition,
restitution and equality. In Palestine, that logic was translated to an incremental process of
ethnic cleansing, which the Palestinians call “the ongoing Nakba” (Nakba in Arabic is
catastrophe and is used in the Palestinian narrative to describe the ethnic cleansing of 1948).

The Zionist movement succeeded in expelling half the Palestinian population in 1948 and since
1967 led to departure of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from all over historical Palestine
(the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel). Today, the Israeli government continues to
dispossess land and take away resources from Palestinians, thus creating conditions that
become and more unsustainable for many Palestinians.

In the 1960s and 1970s the Palestinians resisted this policy of colonisation and dispossession
with an armed struggle in their quest for freedom and liberation. In many ways, the Hamas in
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Gaza seems still to believe that this can be an effective tool in the struggle. But quite a few
Palestinians seem to prefer a different kind of popular resistance, given the imbalance of power
between the strongest military force in West Asia and the weakest one.

The “march of return” — the weekly peaceful demonstrations by thousands of Palestinians on
the fence between the Gaza Strip and Israel is one example of a different kind of a popular
resistance, which demands not only the end of the inhuman siege on Gaza and its two million
people that has led to a human catastrophe there, but also the right of return of the refugees to
their homes; 80% of the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip are refugees who live near their lands,
villages and towns from which they were expelled in 1948.

Popular or armed resistance on the way to liberation would have not been needed had
international diplomacy bravely examined the origins of the conflict in Palestine and on its basis
support a just and lasting solution. But the international community, and mainly western political
elites, fully support Israel and remain silent in the face of continued dispossession of
Palestinians. It adopted the two-state solution as its mantra for what should be done and was
supported by the Palestinian leadership which hoped to salvage at least part of Palestine (22%).
This approach has failed miserably. Israel has established that any sovereign Palestinian state
is impossible. And now we have an American administration that fully endorses Israel’s wish to
de-politicise the Palestinian question and allow Israel to fully extend its sovereignty all over
historical Palestine (and by that also rejecting categorically the right of any Palestinian refugee
to return — a right recognised by the UN in its Resolution 194 from December 11, 1948).

We wasted 50 years in trying to push towards this solution and the end result of this effort was
more Jewish settlements in the West Bank and a total separation between the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank; and now we see another fruit of this approach — an American recognition of the
Judaisation of the West Bank.

The civil society in Palestine and around the globe believes in a different way forward. Unlike its
political elites it frames the situation in Palestine not as a conflict but a struggle against settler
colonialism; not unlike the struggle against Apartheid South Africa. And hence the first step
forward suggested by Palestinian civil society was to call upon the international community to
divest from, boycott and sanction Israel in order to stop the “ongoing catastrophe”. This BDS, or
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions, campaign will continue until the people of the West Bank would
be liberated from a military rule, the people of Gaza from the siege, the refugees return from
their exile, and the Palestinians in Israel would be recognised as equal citizens.

The next step is now beginning to unfold. A clear alternative Palestinian call for the
establishment of a one democratic state all over historical Palestine. At this moment in time it is
a vision, soon it will become a clear Palestinian political programme. One that rectifies past evils
by compensating and restituting lost land and property, enables the repatriation of the refugees,
and offers democracy for all who live in historical Palestine, without any discrimination. This
vision has now a growing support in the international community, among young Palestinians and
progressive Jews inside and outside Israel. For many people it still looks like an insurmountable
task — privileged people like the Jews of Israel would not willingly give up their position. But
pressure from the outside, a continued popular struggle from the inside and a clear Palestinian
vision for the future can turn this vision into reality. At least we will not waste another 50 years in
looking for a lost key where there is light instead of searching for it where we lost it.

Ilan Pappe is the director of the European Center for Palestine Studies at the University of
Exeter, U.K. A historian, he has written 20 books, among them his bestseller, ‘The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine’
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HEADWINDS AFTER A HARD-LINE APPROACH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The challenges for the Communist Party of China and Chinese President Xi Jinping are
mounting by the day. In a stunning rebuke to the Communist Party’s handling of the Hong Kong
crisis, pro-democracy forces made massive gains in local elections held last month; 17 of the 18
district councils are now controlled by pro-democracy councillors. The election saw an
unprecedented voter turnout of more than 71%.

This outcome is a strong show of support for the protesters in a first real test of sentiment in the
territory since protests began early in 2019 over the introduction of a bill authorising extraditions
to mainland China. In her statement, the embattled leader of Hong Kong, Carrie Lam, said her
government respected the results and would “listen to the opinions of members of the public
humbly and seriously reflect”.

It is not clear, however, if the voices of the Hong Kong street protests would be heard in Beijing
where there is little incentive for Xi Jinping to change his approach. Instead he might just double
down on his hardline approach as his options shrink faster than he would have anticipated when
the crisis started earlier this year.

This is particularly problematic for Mr. Xi as he held the Hong Kong portfolio on the Communist
Party’s Politburo Standing Committee before he became China’s de facto emperor. He seems to
have an implicit faith in his unyielding tough stance, and as he has centralised power to an
unprecedented level, there is no one else to share any blame for the policies enunciated by Mr.
Xi. Not surprisingly, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has reiterated that “no matter what
happens, Hong Kong is a part of China” and warned that “any attempt to mess up Hong Kong,
or even damage its prosperity and stability, will not succeed.”

Yet the inability of the Xi regime to exercise control came into sharp relief when a massive trove
of classified Chinese government documents was leaked to the International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists, showcasing a much more granular narrative of how China is carrying
out the mass detention of Muslim Uighurs and other minorities in its northwest Xinjiang province.
These documents belie repeated Chinese claims that it is sending the estimated million or more
people to vocational training schools with the notional goal of combating terrorism. What is even
more of an eye-opener is that Chinese embassies and consulates worldwide had been
instrumental in facilitating the mass detention. Every time such details emerge, they diminish
China’s global credibility. It might not seem much on the surface but China’s global stature does
take a beating.

For Mr. Xi, this growing global backlash has enormous costs back home. There are no good
options for him in Hong Kong. If he continues his hard-line approach, he will make the ground
situation worse in Hong Kong but making concessions also is not a very viable option for him as
it is not readily evident how far the demands might go. Though the extradition bill has been
withdrawn, the demands of protesters in Hong Kong have grown to include genuine universal
suffrage and an inquiry into allegations of police brutality. From Hong Kong to Taiwan where
there are elections in January, there is only a short distance.

Mr. Xi’s reputation as a leader who will lead China’s emergence as a major power in the 21st
century might also come under a cloud in so far as mainland Chinese is concerned. The delicate
balance that the Communist Party has managed to evolve in the politics of China can be frayed
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if ordinary Chinese believe their leadership is incapable of managing turmoil.

There is also a chance of internecine rivalries within the Communist Party flaring up as Mr. Xi’s
policies take a hit. He has made a lot of enemies in his drive to emerge as the supreme leader
and he has been ruthless with his opponents. Some of them would be waiting in the wings to
respond in kind. The Chinese economy is not doing well. There is growing internal criticism of
Mr. Xi’s flagship Belt and Road Initiative and the costs China is having to bear for a grandiose
project, driven more by Mr. Xi’s vanity than by sound economic logic. China’s aggressive
influence operations in other countries are also generating strong backlash, with new revelations
coming out every few months. Most recently, the Australian media has reported on an alleged
Chinese plot to plant a spy in the Australian Parliament which has been termed as “deeply
disturbing” by the Australian Prime Minister and is being investigated now by the nation’s
domestic spy agency. This along with reports that a Chinese spy has applied for asylum in
Australia after providing information about Chinese operations in Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Australia and suggesting that he was “personally involved” in espionage work has damaged an
already battered Chinese global image.

As pressures mount on Xi Jinping and the Communist Party, there are dangers that Beijing
might want to divert attention from its own internal failures by lashing out at the world. New Delhi
should guard against any Chinese misadventures even as it prepares itself to deal with negative
externalities emerging out of the multiple crises brewing in Beijing.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi and Professor
of International Relations at King’s College London
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Ministry of Finance

INDIA and ADB sign $206 million loan to strengthen urban
services in 5 Tamil Nadu cities

Posted On: 03 DEC 2019 5:55PM by PIB Delhi

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India on 2nd December 2019
signed a $206 million loan to develop water supply and sewerage infrastructure in 5 cities of
Tamil Nadu and strengthen capacities of urban local bodies (ULBs) for improved service
delivery.

This is the second project loan for the ADB-supported $500 million multi-tranche financing for
Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Programme, approved in September 2018, that will
overall develop climate-resilient water supply, sewerage, and drainage infrastructure in 10 cities
of Tamil Nadu. The first project under the Programme with $169 million financing is currently
under implementation.

The signatories to the loan agreement were Mr Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary
(Fund Bank and ADB), Department of Economic Affairs in India’s Ministry of Finance, and Mr
Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission.

“The project is aimed at improving the lives of the urban people in the identified cities of Tamil
Nadu by providing universal access to water supply and sanitation, and improving sewage
treatment and drainage systems. Project initiatives are also expected to help the state develop
the requisite ecosytem for economic growth,” said Mr Khare after signing the loan agreement.

“The project interventions will benefit residents, workers and industries in the state’s economic
corridors thereby building industrial competitiveness and creating good jobs. It also supports
urban reform agenda such as better service delivery through private operators and with quality
benchmarking,” said Mr Yokoyama.

The project will target four cities — Ambur, Tiruchirappalli, Tiruppur, and Vellore — for
developing sewage collection and treatment and drainage systems by setting up or rehabilitating
sewage treatment plants, pumping stations, and connecting all households in the project area to
the sewerage network, including below poverty line households. Wastewater reuse for industry
will also be achieved in at least 4 cities. Improvement to water supply systems would be targeted
in the cities of Madurai and Tiruppur through commissioning of over 1,260 km of new distribution
lines to connect nearly 190,000 households with metered water supply, including below poverty
line households. In addition, nearly 200 km of new transmission mains and 230 km of feeder
mains would be constructed along with two new water treatment plants.

The project will also strengthen capacity of the Commissionerate of Municipal Administration in
Tamil Nadu for new project development, and monitoring and benchmarking quality of services
across the 135 urban local bodies in the state.

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the
Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. In 2018, it made commitments
of new loans and grants amounting to $21.6 billion. Established in 1966, it is owned by 68
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members — 49 from the region.
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Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

India and Sweden sign Memorandum for India-Sweden
Healthcare Innovation Centre

Collaboration with Sweden has been active, successful and
exemplary: Dr. Harsh Vardhan

Posted On: 03 DEC 2019 5:17PM by PIB Delhi

“Our collaboration with Sweden has been exemplary and defining. The MoU between
India and Sweden is one of the most active and successful bilateral MoUs signed by
India in the health sector”, said Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health &
Family Welfare as he presided over the signing of the Memorandum of Intent for the
India Sweden Healthcare Innovation Centre  at the event to celebrate ten years of
successful implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Sweden, here today, in the presence of Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, MOS (HFW)
and Ms. Maja Fjaestad, State Secretary to the Minister for Health and Social Affairs,
Sweden.

As Dr. Harsh Vardhan congratulated officials from both nations on keeping the
collaboration going with great enthusiasm and utmost dedication, deepening the
resolve to continue to work together, he said, “Without your efforts, we wouldn’t have
accomplished some remarkable feats that we have been able to. Such collaborations
are imperative for India as it moves further along its journey towards a healthcare
transformation under the vision of our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to achieve
the vision of ‘Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah,Sarve Santu Niramayah’, which means may
all become happy, may all become healthy”. 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that the India-Sweden partnership has been the most active
as the Joint Working Group (JWG) has met ten times since 2009 which has led to
substantial progress. The unique point of the MOU is that it has focused on creating
new partnerships within the public, private and academic sectors, he added. He
further stated that with 22 new AIIMS soon to become fully operational, and 157 new
Medical Colleges in the development stage, the scope for further meaningful
collaboration in the academic and research areas is immense.

The India-Sweden Healthcare Innovation Centre in collaboration between the
Swedish Trade Commissioner’s Office, AIIMS Delhi and AIIMS Jodhpur aims to
develop an ecosystem of open innovation that start-ups and the healthcare delivery
stakeholders can use to collaborate and address current and future challenges in the
healthcare sector. It will operate on well-defined challenges and services for
stakeholders to build capabilities and methodologies and, help socialize and scale up
innovative solutions across the country’s healthcare delivery network.  A holistic view
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of innovation shall be taken which shall include technology, data, protocols and
processes, skill development and business models. The key components of this
Centre to drive innovation are innovation challenges, incubation, mentorship, live
Centre of excellence, skilling, global reach, conferences, digital showroom, white
papers and support to access capital sources. This initiative will be in alignment to the
Government of India’s Skill India and Start-up India, as well as the priorities agreed
between India and Sweden for bi-lateral cooperation. The Innovation Centre’s
objectives and strategic direction will be owned and driven by a pre-defined
governance structure manned by representatives from all three collaborators. The
Centre will run for an initial period of three years. Its impact will be assessed
periodically to enable potential expansion at the end of the initial period of 3 years.

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey highlighted the achievements of the government in the
health sector such as the NHP 2017, Ayushman Bharat with its twin pillars of HWCs
and PMJAY to provide universal health coverage, and various initiatives to provide
affordable and easily accessible healthcare to all.

Terming the collaboration with India as “persistent and successful”, Ms. Maja
Fjaestad stated that the relationship with India has deepened with time. “India is our
valued partner, who’s role in the world continues to expand”, she stated. She
commended the initiatives in the health sector including Ayushman Bharat, health
schemes for the elderly, AMR, and its leadership role in new merging technologies, e-
health and digital health.

India and Sweden signed an MoU in February, 2009 for collaboration in the field of
healthcare and public health. The priority areas of cooperation under the MoU are: (a)
Non Communicable Disease, including controlling the associated risk factors of
tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy foods (b) Communicable diseases and Anti Microbial
Resistance (AMR) (c) Public Health Policy (d) Maternal and Child Health (e) Health
Resource Development, especially strengthening of midwifery and nursing skills (f)
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (g) Strengthening Health Systems,
including e-Health and governance (h) Indigenous Systems of Medicine (i) Health and
Medical Research (j) Medical Equipment and Pharmaceutical Products and (k)
Health, Environment and Climate Change. Bilateral collaborations are on-going in
respect of Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health, Infectious Disease Control & AMR,
Public Health Research and Medical and Pharmaceutical Products; and
collaborations in the new thematic areas of ‘Elderly Care’ and ‘Mental Health’ have
been contemplated.

Also present at the event were Ms. Preeti Sudan, Secretary (HFW), Health & Family
Welfare, Dr Balram Bharagav, DG, ICMR, Mr. Niclas Jacobson, Deputy Director-
General at the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, and senior officers from MoHFW
and Govt. of Sweden.

 

***
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AN ASIAN ENGINE DRIVEN BY INDIA AND CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The world today is undergoing a fundamental transformation and there are several facets to the
emerging uncertainty. Traditional and non-traditional security threats (economic and military
competition, climate change, piracy, radical ideology, cyber threats, drug and human trafficking,
and energy and food security) have grown in magnitude. Power, whether economic, political or
military, is fractured. Trade and technology are at the heart of a new round of competition and
contestation. Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise. There is less multilateralism but
greater multi-polarity. Hedging and multi-alignment are the order of the day.

All known paradigms are experiencing stress, which calls for readjustments. At the broadest
level, the inadequacies of the post-World War II international institutions are showing up
because of the complexities and uncertainties characterising global politics and the economy
today. The old consensus is fraying and a new consensus is yet to emerge.

The liberal trading order has encountered protectionism in the form of tariff and non-tariff
barriers, which explains why India’s service exports which touch $29.6 billion in the U.S. market,
and pharma products, especially generic drugs, which account for 20% of global generic
medicines, have barely been able to scratch the surface in the Chinese market. Cheaper imports
from China, which practices “state capitalism”, threaten domestic manufacturing in India.
Movement of talent and the services sector, important for India, have not received satisfactory
attention. Many of these concerns are central to India’s position on the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).

There is a looming danger for developing countries on account of ‘zero-sum’ mercantilism and
rising protectionism in western economies. There is no doubt that the U.S.-China trade war has
been disruptive.

Geopolitical considerations are increasingly driving trade and investment decisions; on the other
hand, geo-economic forces unleashed by China’s economic rise are redefining the geo-strategic
landscape of the Indo-Pacific region.

Worryingly, the global economy is likely to grow at its slowest pace in a decade, at 3% in 2019.

Today, the momentum in manufacturing activity has weakened to levels unseen since the global
financial crises. Investor and business confidence even in emerging markets is at a low ebb.
Low productivity growth and ageing demographics in advanced economies have further
compounded the problem. Most countries appear to be financially vulnerable. Key anchors in the
global economy, including China, are experiencing a slowdown. Elsewhere, Europe is in the
throes of a major readjustment in the context of Brexit. Yet, amidst the downturn, Asia is
witnessing the simultaneous rise of several powers. Global engines of economic growth over the
past three decades have shifted to Asia, first to the Asia-Pacific and now, more broadly, to the
Indo-Pacific region that includes South Asia. The continent, home to over half the global
population, has emerged as the new fulcrum for geo-economic and geo-strategic realignments.
High economic growth rates across the region are accompanied by some of the highest military
expenditures in the world.

The External Affairs Minister of India presciently said recently that if the world is different, we
need to think, talk and engage accordingly. The wheels of change appear to have been set in
motion. In the face of automation, countries are undertaking structural reforms and emphasising
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skills-training to raise productivity. Development and adoption of green technology is also a
priority. Even Saudi Arabia, the quintessentially hydrocarbon-dependent economy, has
endeavoured to diversify its economy through the Saudi Vision 2030 master-plan.

Both India and China are expected to contribute to global economic growth in the future. India is
also transforming into a knowledge-based, skill-supported and technology-driven society. A
liberal FDI regime combined with a youthful demographic profile makes India an attractive
destination. India attaches great importance to its relations with China, a large trade partner in
goods. Since 2015, there has been a spurt in Chinese FDI in India (at around $8 billion). There
is great scope for China to participate in flagship initiatives such as the ‘Smart Cities Mission’
and ‘Skill India’ programmes. As the world’s second-largest economy, China can and must play
a constructive role globally and within Asia to help the world return to higher growth rates.
Bilateral trade today is approximately $95 billion. India faces a huge and rising trade imbalance.
The decision at the Mamallapuram Summit, in October, to set up a new mechanism to discuss
the trade imbalance, is aimed at addressing this issue.

As members of several multilateral institutions, India and China are in a unique position to give
shape to their economic destinies. There are suggestions that the era of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO)-anchored, Most Favoured Nation (MFN)-based regime is drawing to a close
and that the future lies in a web of free trade agreements. However, there is still scope for India
and China to work together to strengthen the WTO.

The RCEP should have a wider ambit, including trade in services. Many countries (especially
Japan which still boasts the world’s second-largest developed economy) have openly favoured a
more accommodating position that addresses India’s concerns and facilitates its joining the
RCEP. China too should pro-actively work to ensure India’s membership.

Beyond jointly training Afghan diplomats under the “India-China Plus One” framework, China
and India could explore the potential to work together on Asian infrastructure and connectivity
development on the basis of equality and an open and transparent model under the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB).

As China’s presence in South Asia grows, greater transparency in its actions and closer
consultations with India are also necessary to help allay concerns. China should also be mindful
of its forays into the Exclusive Economic Zone of others.

Today, the global energy market is more favourable to consumers in the face of a supply side
glut. OPEC and non-OPEC oil and gas producers have come together to prevent a fall in energy
prices. This should be a common concern for China and India. As two of the world’s biggest
importers of oil and gas, the two nations should have a joint consultative mechanism to protect
the interests of consumers.

It must be remembered that Asia’s rise is predicated on peace and stability. It is a sad fact that a
stable regional security architecture has yet to emerge organically in Asia. It is worth recalling
what Prime Minister Narendra Modi had stated at the Raisina Dialogue in 2017: that there is
enough room for all Asian countries to prosper together, and that the Asia of rivalry will hold us
all back. It is the Asia of cooperation that will shape this century.

Sujan R. Chinoy, a China-specialist and former Ambassador to Japan, is Director General,
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. The views expressed are personal
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RAJA MANDALA: CHINA AT SEA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Recent reports that the Indian Navy “chased out” a Chinese vessel — Shiyan 1— from the
Andaman Sea should draw Delhi’s attention to Beijing’s growing maritime scientific capabilities
and its ambitious research agenda for distant waters. Shiyan 1 is operated by the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and is part of Beijing’s growing marine research fleet that now stands at
about 50 vessels.

Beijing’s expansive investment in marine scientific research is very much part of its rise as a
great maritime power and dovetails into its regional strategies. After leveraging marine science
diplomacy to good effect in the South China Sea over the last many years, China has begun to
extend it to the Indian Ocean. Last year, Shiyan-3 invited Pakistan scientists to join a research
expedition in the Arabian Sea. Delhi must expect to see more of this in the Indian Ocean littoral.

At his press conference last week, the Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Karambir Singh confirmed
that Shiyan 1 was operating near Port Blair and had neither taken prior permission from India
nor did it inform the relevant Indian authorities of its plans. Admiral Singh said “our stand is that
if you have to do anything in our region, you notify us or take our permission”. Reacting to the
Indian statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Beijing said that China’s research vessel
Shiyan 1 was indeed “conducting acoustic propagation experiments and hydrologic environment
measurements on the high seas of the Indian Ocean”.

But, Beijing insisted that Shiyan 1, “did not conduct any operations in the Indian EEZ (exclusive
economic zone) during the whole process, and only sailed through the Indian EEZ on the way to
and from the experimental area”. The foreign office in Beijing added that throughout the ship’s
voyage, the Indian navy aircraft followed it with warnings and its crew also replied in accordance
with international practice.

The issue is not a technical one about the provisions of the law of the sea. It is about China’s
growing maritime scientific ambition. To be sure, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) favours freedom of marine scientific research. It also lets coastal states decide on
granting permission for marine scientific research by other entities in their exclusive economic
zones.

Beijing is not contesting that provision. It says it is merely asserting its rights. As the foreign
ministry in Beijing put it, “China has always exercised the freedom of scientific research on the
high seas in accordance with the law and fully respects the jurisdiction of relevant coastal states
over their scientific research activities in the waters under their jurisdiction”. Beijing also
expressed hope that Delhi will “take a correct view of China’s marine scientific research activities
and avoid disturbing normal and lawful maritime activities.”

There are many grey areas in the law of the sea, including on the conduct of maritime scientific
research in the waters that other states have sovereign control over. Great powers, rising or
incumbent, tend to interpret international law to suit their interests and convenience. Weaker
ones have no way of enforcing their rights under UNCLOS. More broadly, it is difficult to
separate marine scientific research for peaceful and military purposes.

Shiyan 1 now operates as part of the so-called “national fleet” for marine scientific research.
Earlier this decade, China brought together the marine research activities of multiple
governmental agencies, ministries and commercial entities like oil companies under one
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administrative framework. The objective is to minimise duplication, enhance coordination and
closely align research with larger maritime goals, civilian and military, set by the party-state.

In the past, China’s marine science research was confined to near seas in the Western Pacific. It
now extends to seas all around the world. About half of the marine scientific fleet is reportedly
devoted to distant seas. Experts on the Chinese navy identify at least four broad objectives for
the national science fleet.

First, to map the sea-bed resources of the world’s oceans. China has internationally sanctioned
licences to explore sea-bed mining in a few areas including in the South-western Indian Ocean.
Second, to develop large ocean databases that facilitate Chinese naval operations by providing
accurate maritime domain awareness. Third, to use its national fleet for science diplomacy that
adds to the Chinese toolkit of building productive maritime and naval cooperation with coastal
states across the world. It also lets China set the rules for global marine scientific research.

All major naval powers through history have sought to leverage marine scientific research to
broader national objectives, both civilian and military. The Indian Navy too has modest marine
scientific research capabilities and has deployed them for diplomatic purposes in the Indian
Ocean.

Although, it was a late starter in the maritime domain, China now scores over the US, let alone
India, in the scale, intensity, and strategic purpose of its marine scientific research programmes.
For Delhi, the Shiyan incident is a useful reminder on the need to invest more in maritime
scientific research.

While strengthening its own national capabilities, Delhi needs to deepen its scientific cooperation
with its partners in the maritime domain. The annual summit with Japan later this week and the
dialogue between the foreign and defence ministers of India and the US in Washington next
week offer a good opportunity to put maritime scientific research high on the agenda.

While their national structures may not allow the kind of centralised strategic framework that
China has put in place, India and its partners, including the US, Japan, Australia and France,
should develop mechanisms for collaborative research in maritime scientific domain. India and
its partners must also consider better coordination between their respective maritime science
diplomacy initiatives in the region. Such partnerships would provide a sound basis for eventual
engagement with China on marine scientific research.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express
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CABINET APPROVES AGREEMENT ON SOCIAL
SECURITY BETWEEN INDIA AND BRAZIL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Agreement on Social Security between
India and Brazil

Posted On: 11 DEC 2019 6:25PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its approval for
signing the Agreement on Social Security between the Republic of India and the Federative
Republic of Brazil.

Background

India has been entering into bilateral Social Security Agreements (SSAs) with other countries in
order to protect the interests of Indian professionals / skilled workers working abroad for short
durations and enhance the competitiveness of Indian companies.

SSAs broadly provide the following three benefits: 

Avoiding making of double social security contributions by the workers (detachment);i.
Easy remittance of benefits (Exportability); ii.
Aggregating the contribution periods (in two countries) to prevent loss of benefits
(Totalization). The agreement will also provide for disability insurance benefits to the Indian
nationals working abroad. As on date, India has signed SSAs with 18 countries.

iii.

The idea to ink pacts on social security programmes with BRICS nations was discussed at the
meetings of the BRICS Labour& Employment Ministers held on 9 June 2016 in Geneva and on
27-28 September 2016 in New Delhi, respectively. The possibility of concluding social security
agreements between BRICS countries also finds mention in the Goa Declaration of the 8th
BRICS Leaders’ Summit. Taking forward the spirit of the Goa Declaration, India and Brazil held
the negotiations on SSA from 13-16 March 2017 in Brasilia. At the end of the negotiations, both
sides initialled the finalized text of the Agreement on Social Security.

The signed agreement will be hosted on the Ministry’s website and the website of Employee’s
Provident Fund Organisation for the information of the stakeholders so that they can secure
certificates of coverage to avoid making double social security contributions.

At present, about 1,000 Brazilians are living in India, while about 4,700 Indians are living in
Brazil. All posted/detached workers and self-employed persons will benefit from this proposal
without any discrimination.  Thus, it would promote equity and inclusiveness. Export of Social
Security benefits of Indian workers after their relocation from Brazil is an innovative arrangement
to ensure that there is no loss of social security benefits and also adds to the competitiveness of
Indian companies by reducing their overall costs.

The SSA will cover the territories of the Republic of India and the Federative Republic of Brazil.
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CABINET APPROVES PACT BETWEEN INDIA AND
JAPAN IN STEEL SECTOR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Pact between India and Japan in Steel
Sector

Posted On: 11 DEC 2019 6:14PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
signing the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between Government of India and Government
of Japan to constitute the ‘India-Japan Steel Dialogue’ to strengthen cooperation in steel sector. 

Benefits

The ‘India-Japan Steel Dialogue’ envisages enhancement of mutual understanding to secure
sustainable growth in the steel sector.

The Dialogue aims to examine all aspects of cooperation in steel sector including promotion of
investment in high grade steel making and finding new avenues of steel usage in India.

The MoC will help in capacity building for high grade steel manufacturing in India.  
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THE ANTI-MARITIME PIRACY BILL, 2019
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

The Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Ministry of External
Affairs, Dr. Subhrahmanyam Jaishankar, on December 9, 2019. The Bill provides for
prevention of maritime piracy and prosecution of persons for such piracy related crimes. 
Key features of the Bill include:
 

●

Applicability of the Bill: The Bill will apply to all parts of the sea adjacent to and
beyond the limits of the Exclusive Economic Zone of India.  Exclusive Economic
Zone refers to the area of sea to which India has exclusive rights for economic
activities.
 

●

Piracy: The Bill defines piracy as any illegal act of violence, detention, or destruction
committed against a ship, aircraft, person or property, for private purposes, by the
crew or passengers of a private ship or aircraft.  Such acts may be carried out on the
high seas or in any place outside the jurisdiction of India.  Inciting or intentionally
facilitating such acts would also qualify as piracy.  It also includes any other act that
is considered piracy under international law.

●

Piracy also includes voluntary participation in the operations of a pirate ship or aircraft. This
includes a ship or aircraft which is either: (i) intended to be used for committing any act of
piracy, or (ii) has been used to commit an act of piracy, and is still under the control of the
persons guilty of such act. 
 

●

Offences and penalties: An act of piracy will be punishable with: (i) imprisonment for
life; or (ii) death, if the act of piracy includes attempted murder, or causes death.  An
attempt to commit, aid, abet, or procure for an act of piracy, or directing others to
participate in an act of piracy will be punishable with up to 14 years of imprisonment,
and a fine.  Offences will be considered extraditable.  This means that the accused
can be transferred to any country for prosecution with which India has signed an
extradition treaty.  In the absence of such treaties, offences will be extraditable on the
basis of reciprocity between the countries.
 

●

Arrest and seizure: A ship or aircraft under the control of pirates may be seized,
persons aboard may be arrested, and the property on board may also be seized.  The
seizure may be carried out only by: (i) a warship or military aircraft of the Indian Navy,
(ii) a ship or aircraft of the India Coast Guard, or (iii) ships or aircrafts on government
service, and authorised for such purpose.
 

●

Designated Court: The central government, in consultation with the Chief Justice of
the concerned High Court, may notify the Sessions Courts to be the Designated
Courts under this Bill.  It may also notify the territorial jurisdiction of each Designated
Court.
 

●

Jurisdiction of the Court: The Designated Court will try offences committed by: (i) a●
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person in the custody of the Indian Navy or Coast Guard, regardless of his
nationality, (ii) a citizen of India, a resident foreign national in India, or a stateless
person.  Further, the Court may try a person even if the person is not physically
present in the Court. 
 
The Court will not have jurisdiction over offences committed on a foreign ship, unless an
intervention is requested by: (i) the country of origin of the ship, (ii) the ship owner, or (iii)
any other person on the ship. Warships and government ships employed for non-
commercial purposes will not be under the jurisdiction of the Court.
 

●

Presumption of guilt: The presumption of guilt will be on the accused if: (i) the
accused is in possession of arms, explosives and other equipment which were used
or intended for use in committing the offence, (ii) there is evidence of use of force
against the ship’s crew or passengers, and (iii) there is evidence of the intended use
of bombs and arms against the crew, passengers or cargo of a ship.

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgment of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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THE UIGHUR CONNECTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

On October 26, columnist Irfan Husain asked in the Dawn: “So why the deafening silence across
the Islamic world when around 1.5 million Muslims in China’s Xinjiang province have been
forced into vast ‘re-education centres’?”It is indeed unforgivable that the world should abandon
the Uighur Muslims but of late, there have been some protests at least. Yet, the tragic fact is that
the Uighur, as a small Muslim community in China, have responded to the stimulus of al Qaeda
in the region and come to Pakistan in gangs to attack the country’s “deviation” from true Islam.

Other Muslim states are also scared of them. Uzbekistan is hounded by an Uzbek Islamist outfit
that not too long ago was based in Pakistan along with the al Qaeda-led Taliban and Punjabi
terrorists. Afghanistan was Islam’s other boiling cauldron and Uzbekistan was facing all the heat
from it. Totalitarian Uzbekistan gave a drubbing to Tahir Yuldashev, the Uzbek terrorist who fled
to Pakistan with his warriors. Pakistan kowtowed to him till he was killed by an American drone.
The Central Asian states are scared of what the Uighurs together with the al Qaeda and ISIS
may do to them.

Uighurs made up a part of the terrorist group of Yuldashev, the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU). The Uighur outfit was called the Islamic Jihad Union (IJU). The al Qaeda in Syria also
had a lot of Uighurs fighting on its side. One was Abu Omar al-Turkistani, who was killed in a US
drone strike in Idlib Province. He began fighting in Afghanistan after migrating there from
Xinjiang sometime before the US invasion.

Abu Omar fought in the Battle of Tora Bora before fleeing to Pakistan, where he was arrested
and held for a decade. After his release he went back to Afghanistan and joined the IJU. He
spoke multiple languages — including Pashto, English, and Russian — and this enabled him to
become a IJU commander — a position retained till 2015, when he migrated to Syria to join the
jihad there. In July 2016, al Qaeda chief Al Zawahiri, who was hiding somewhere in Pakistan,
praised the Muslims of “East Turkistan” for their dedication to “waging jihad around the globe”.

The Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP), a largely Uighur jihadist group, affiliated to the al Qaeda,
operates in Afghanistan and Syria. Its latest video from Afghanistan shows the spoils taken from
the Afghan military — Afghan military vehicles, including several Humvees, and weapons,
including M16 and M4 variant rifles. It put up a similar video in 2018. In 2015 too, the outfit
boasted about its “victories” with videos. A training camp’s photograph indicated it was not a
temporary fixture.

The China Metallurgical Group Corporation has bought a controlling stake in the Aynak copper
field — one of the largest copper fields in the world — in Logar province for $3 billion. China’s
largest oil company has won the rights to exploit the first oil field to be tendered in northwestern
Afghanistan. This could bring the Chinese into a confrontation with the Uighurs in Afghanistan.

China knows what is in store for its Belt and Road project in the region. With the Americans
gone, the Taliban will oust India from Kabul, penetrate a vulnerable Pakistan and look to
conquering the Xinjiang region to “raise the Uighur from slavery”. Pakistan is not too clear about
what will happen next. It is fencing its western border but is not capable of pushing back the
religious radicalism of its middle class and the army.

That China is worried is clear from the FATF decisions under its presidency. China is using
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strong-arm methods to control the Uighur on its territory and forcibly change their minds —
something that has not worked historically. Pakistan is scared too and has succumbed to
China’s persuasion inside FATF to control its own homegrown terrorists which it used as non-
state actors in its proxy war with India.

(The writer is consulting editor, Newsweek Pakistan)
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-16

STRENGTHENING THE ASIA-EUROPE PARTNERSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: ASEM

On December 15 and December 16, I am chairing ASEM, the “Asia-Europe Meeting”. What
might seem to be a rather bureaucratic acronym, actually is a highly relevant event for our
continents. I had offered to host this meeting in Madrid when I was still Foreign Minister of Spain
and now I will be chairing it as European Union (EU) High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy. It underlines my personal interest in the fast-moving continent that is Asia today.

ASEM brings together 53 partners made up of the 28 EU member states, Norway, Switzerland
and the EU, and on the Asia side, 21 countries and the ASEAN secretariat. Together we
represent 55% of global trade, 60% of global GDP, 60% of the global population and 75% of
global tourism.

Simply bringing countries together does not, of course, guarantee any results. But it creates
opportunities. In recent years, ASEM has become increasingly relevant and strategic. This
ASEM meeting will be an important opportunity to further strengthen cooperation between
Europe and Asia.

There is a clear willingness from ASEM countries to engage on global issues and to take on
more responsibility — from supporting sustainable development, to rules-based global trade, to
information sharing on cross-border threats, to the prevention or peaceful resolution of conflicts.
ASEM has acquired a new rationale and momentum as a key platform to uphold and promote
rules-based, multilateral approaches. In the challenging world of today, this kind of cooperation
and leadership is imperative.

In recent years, sustainable connectivity has been a key theme of our discussions – and will
continue to be so. The same goes for combating climate change. We adopted last week the EU
Green Deal and made the ground-breaking commitment to make Europe the first climate-neutral
continent by 2050. But our ambition must be global and we need collective action. To safeguard
our planet and to promote sustainable development, cooperation with our Asian partners is key.

In addition, we cooperate on the most pressing issues on the international agenda: the situation
on the Korean peninsula and in Rakhine State, the West Asia peace process, Iran and the wider
region, and efforts to bring peace to Afghanistan — to name just a few. We also work on the
need to uphold multilateralism, address security challenges, as well as promote gender equality
and women’s empowerment.

During my mandate as High Representative, I will conduct EU foreign policy with realism and a
strong sense of partnership. And I want to work closer with our Asian partners on key priorities
such as our partnership with Africa, the Western Balkans, finding a solution to the situation in
Libya, or a peaceful resolution of the conflict in eastern Ukraine, on Iran and many more.

All of these issues will be discussed at our political meeting. But the real Asia-Europe meeting
happens every day: when students from our respective continents swap Europe for Asia, or
vice-versa, to study at university; when business transactions take place between European and
Asian companies — big or small; when we visit each others’ continents, either as tourists or as
friends, to take in the best that Asia and Europe have to offer; and when researchers from our
two continents put their minds together to work towards ground-breaking innovation.

At meetings like ASEM we create the environment and the conditions to enhance the
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connections we have between our societies and our citizens. This is the real goal of frameworks
such as ASEM. I look forward to doing this with Europe’s Asian partners and friends, during
ASEM in Madrid, and in the years to come. It’s time to translate Europe and Asia’s power into a
real partnership.

Josep Borrell is the present High Representative of the European Union
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-12-17

NAVIGATING THE INDO-PACIFIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

“Indo-Pacific” is today a buzzword that has been interpreted differently by various countries in
their outlook or vision documents.

Back in 1971, when Sri Lanka proposed the notion of an Indian Ocean Zone of Peace (IOZOP),
it was more about the presence of Western powers and establishment of foreign bases.
Ironically, China then stood with countries like India in opposing bases in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR). Its position was that it did not have, nor did it seek bases anywhere. That is a far
cry from its strategy now of actively foraying into the Indian Ocean and seeking bases in Gwadar
and Djibouti and special arrangements elsewhere. India’s position has also evolved. If India
earlier opposed the presence of foreign powers in the Indian Ocean, it now carries out joint
exercises with a number of them to promote interoperability. It welcomes the presence of the
US, Japan and other partner countries in the Indian Ocean as a counter to the growing Chinese
presence.

In the Pacific Ocean, the debate was never about the presence per se of great powers. There,
the US military presence on land and sea was taken for granted after World War II. The French
and British too, as in the Indian Ocean, continued to have their colonies. The debate was about
nuclear tests in places such as Bikini Atoll, French Polynesia and Christmas Island.

As a legacy state of the Soviet Union, Russia has never ceased to be an Indo-Pacific power. It
avenged the humiliating destruction of its navy in the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese war by driving
Japan out of the northern Korean Peninsula and taking South Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands in
1945. It enjoyed a key base in Cam Ranh Bay during the Cold War. Today, it holds joint
exercises with China in the South China Sea and a trilateral exercise with China and South
Africa in the Indian Ocean.

The situation in the South China Sea is more complex. Various claimants are pitted against one
another, with China’s irredentist nine-dash line engulfing the Exclusive Economic Zone of
several others. China has yet to produce a clear line with exact co-ordinates on a large-scale
map in support of its claims. Earlier, in 1974, China took the Paracel Islands from South
Vietnam, with a US in retreat turning a Nelson’s eye. Later, China took Scarborough in 2012 and
used swarming tactics involving fishing boats at Thitu Island against the Philippines in 2019, the
defence treaty between the US and the Philippines notwithstanding. In general terms, the
scramble in the SCS is more about fishing rights, natural resources and the domination of trade
and energy sea lines of communication.

There are many contradictions in the context of the emerging construct of the Indo-Pacific. For
example, the US, like India, Japan, Australia and many others, advocates freedom of navigation
and over-flight, and respect for the rule of law and international norms. It adheres to many tenets
of UNCLOS without having ratified the treaty. China’s adherence to UNCLOS is more honoured
in breach than in observance.

Arguably, the US concept of “freedom of navigation” is hard on friend and foe alike. The US
conducted freedom of navigation operations (FONOPs) in 2017 against a large number of
countries, including friendly nations like India, Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines.Similarly,
the US Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA) of 2018, which embraces the Indo-Pacific as
against Asia Pacific, describes China as a strategic and economic competitor. Yet, it also has an
entire section that seeks to “promote US values in the Indo-Pacific region”. There is a reiteration



Page 46

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

of the US commitment to upholding rights and promoting democratic values. Not only is China
cited in this context along with Myanmar, but an alliance partner such as the Philippines is also
in the cross-hairs.

On the other hand, China now justifies its increasing forays in the IOR, including with nuclear
submarines, by claiming that it has “always” had a historical right to the Indian Ocean, citing the
few voyages of Admiral Zheng He’s fleet more than five centuries ago. In fact, there was no
Chinese presence in the intervening period because after the brief maritime interludes during the
Ming dynasty, China was not a maritime power until recently.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is supposed to endure for half a century. Yet, the absence of
a key neighbouring country like India, for very valid reasons, eroded its credibility. Now, many
others are questioning the BRI.

The world today is undergoing a fundamental transformation. There are several facets to the
emerging uncertainty. Traditional and non-traditional security threats have grown in magnitude.
The spectre of terrorism, especially cross-border terrorism, continues to challenge peace and
prosperity. Geopolitical considerations are increasingly driving trade and investment decisions;
on the other hand, the geo-economic forces unleashed by China’s economic rise are redefining
the geostrategic landscape of the Indo-Pacific.

There is no doubt that the US-China trade war has been disruptive. It has coincided with the
waning of the global economy. No two rival powers are as interlinked by trade and investment as
China and the US. Never before have all other countries been as intertwined in a web of
relations with both China and the US. This makes for difficult choices. Power, whether
economic, political or military, is fractured. No single country can dominate on all issues. Trade
and technology are fiercely contested. Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise. There is less
multilateralism but greater multi-polarity. Hedging and multi-alignment are part of every country’s
strategic toolkit.The old consensus is fraying and a balance is yet to emerge. This calls for
readjustments.

The “Asian Century” appears inevitable, but the question remains if it will be unipolar, bipolar or
multipolar? Will it be a century of peace and development, or will it involve long-drawn
contestations?

Asia is witnessing the simultaneous rise of several powers. Global engines of economic growth
have shifted to Asia, first to the Asia-Pacific, and now, more widely, to the Indo-Pacific that
includes South Asia. The continent, home to 60 per cent of the global population, has emerged
as the new fulcrum for geo-economic and geostrategic realignment. One could argue that the
natural evolution of trade, investment and energy flows favour the broader definition of the Indo-
Pacific as against the narrower confines of Asia and the Asia-Pacific. The term Indo-Pacific is
certainly more inclusive and better accommodates the growing aspirations of a wider
constituency. However, the economic success in the Indo-Pacific region has not been matched
by stable security architecture. The region has some of the highest military expenditures. Trade,
territorial disputes and geo-strategic contestations are rampant. This places limitations on the
region’s ability to engage in a process of give and take as seen in the RCEP negotiations.

There are fundamental disruptions to the existing equilibrium in the three sub-segments of the
Indo-Pacific. The emergence of the US as a major energy exporter to Asia has eroded the
importance of the Gulf oil producers in the Western Indian Ocean. In the South China Sea, the
dependence of ASEAN on China for its prosperity and security assurances is growing. In the
Pacific, there is a new contestation, which pits US programmes such as the BUILD Act, ARIA
and Asia EDGE against the inducements offered by China to small island nations. Japan and

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-asean-5028044/
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Australia have also joined hands with the US in the Blue Dot network to promote infrastructure
and connectivity.

The Chinese harbour suspicions about both the Indo-Pacific and the Quad as US devices to
contain its rise. It regards trilateral compacts involving US, Japan and India and US, Japan and
Australia as adjuncts to strengthening the Quad. However, Chinese scholars and officials are
beginning to resort to a wait-and-see approach, since ASEAN centrality is an opportunity to lean
on them to shape favourable outcomes through the BRI project and the draft Code of Conduct.

India will have to manage its relations with China, no matter the challenges. Ties with Japan
would remain a key component of India’s vision for a stable Indo-Pacific and a cornerstone of its
Act East policy. The Special Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan will be
further strengthened during Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit. However, India at this juncture
does not have to make a binary choice in the Indo-Pacific between a development-centric
agenda with ASEAN centrality and a security-centric outlook revolving around the Quad. Both
are likely to remain parallel tracks with some overlap for the foreseeable future.

The writer was India’s ambassador to Japan and currently director general, IDSA, New
Delhi. Views are personal
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2019-12-17

THE WASHINGTON CONSENSUS IS LOSING ITS HOLD
OVER INSTITUTIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: IMF and India

A rethink at the IMF over the use of capital controls would mark a major shift in its policy outlook

On 2 December, the Financial Times had a detailed story titled “The IMF supertanker may be
changing course". The article was cautious. It noted that the International Monetary Fund might
be edging away “from the Washington Consensus world view of freely floating exchange rates
and opposition to capital controls that dominated its thinking for decades". It is welcome news,
and better late than never. But for the adoption of capital controls, China might not have been
able to stabilize its economy in 2016 soon after making an ambitious bid to become a global
reserve currency. The renminbi had just been included in the basket of currencies that make up
the Special Drawing Rights (SDR). However, economic concerns led to a massive capital flight
that saw its foreign exchange reserves dwindle by a trillion. China imposed drastic capital
controls to avoid the ignominy of a currency crash so soon after its SDR inclusion. Given China’s
tight controls, it has worked. So far.

Free capital flows destabilized emerging economies after the crisis of 2009. Easy monetary
policies in the developed world encouraged “carry trade"—cross-border investment in search of
higher yields. Capital flooded into emerging economies with higher domestic interest rates. The
Brazilian finance minister called it a currency war. Then, in 2013, as the then US Federal
Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke contemplated tapering off the printing of dollars, capital flows
reversed course, leaving emerging economies with a huge mess to clean up. Such a situation
can arise again.

In 2020, if the US economy stumbles into a recession (now that its probability has almost fallen
to nothing), the Federal Reserve Board would be left with no choice but to further expand and
make public the stealth quantitative easing that it has already embarked on. We all know that the
European Central Bank has been a hyper-enthusiastic practitioner of the art of printing currency
and buying bonds that carry negative interest rates. In fact, the balance sheets of the three
major central banks—that of America, eurozone and Japan—are still expanding. Asset
purchases by these three central banks are at their highest since 2017, and it looks set to
continue into 2020. On the back of these asset purchases, stock markets are setting new
records, and not because there are so-called “green shoots" in the economy.

The liquidity that these asset purchases create will find its way into emerging economies next
year, once signs of economic stability emerge in Brazil, Mexico, India and China, although the
latter faces more risks than markets care to believe. They may temporarily paper over the cracks
that continue to exist in emerging economies, leaving them worse-off when the next “tantrum"
sends capital back to their home bases. That is why a rethink on the “capital account
fundamentalism" in the IMF is very important. It would constitute the second important shift in
multilateral institutions in recent months.

The first was the proposal that the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) had floated in October, after about six years of work, for taxation of profits earned by
multinationals so that profits are not shifted around, after having shopped for the lowest tax
rates, eroding the tax bases of many countries. I had discussed this in a column in this paper
(“OECD tax proposals may strike at the heart of global inequality", 12 November 2019).
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However, these two will not be as effective as they could be without the third important pillar,
monetary policy, giving way. Unfortunately, central banks in several advanced nations are as
addicted to easy money policies as financial markets are. They seem to be resorting to it at the
slightest provocation, instead of it being the last resort of a country’s lender of last resort. These
policies continue to encourage the scourge of financialization. In other words, finance continues
to rise rather than decline in importance.

Unless central banks see the folly of their ways, global reliance on debt will keep rising rather
than shrinking. If debt levels keep rising, the pressure to keep asset prices buoyant will remain
high. The vicious circle will thus remain firmly in place. Far from narrowing, wealth and income
inequality will continue to widen, thus.

Governors of central banks must have the courage of conviction of a central banker who passed
away more than a week ago. Paul Volcker died on 8 December. He called the automatic teller
machines the only worthwhile financial innovation that he had seen. A tribute paid to him by
Greg Ip in the Wall Street Journal (“A Remembrance: The pragmatism of Paul Volcker", 9
December 2019) tried to co-opt him, posthumously, into the policy framework adopted by his
successors because dead men don’t talk and counter-factuals are impossible. Whether or not he
would have emulated his successors (he did not endorse their policies) had he been in office, is
moot. The consequences of their policies are unfolding. However, central banks must learn from
the intellectual openness that remains alive in the IMF and OECD.

V. Anantha Nageswaran is the dean of IFMR Graduate School of Business, Krea University.
These are the author’s personal views
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-18

JUSTICE FOR THE ROHINGYA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

Last week’s preliminary hearings at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) seeking guarantees
of basic protection for Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslims arguably offer only symbolic hope to this
long-suffering community. Yet, the lengthy legal process at the Hague Court on the plight of
thousands forcibly exiled in refugee camps in Bangladesh is key to forcing accountability on
Yangon. The case brought by Gambia, a tiny west African state, on behalf of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, pertains to alleged genocide in 2017 committed by the Myanmarese
military. The forces have insisted that their actions were merely in response to the armed
insurgency, notably by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army. The UN and several rights groups
have documented orchestrated incidents of torched villages, mass rape and other atrocities by
the military, forcing over 700,000 Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh. Rendering the lot of the
Rohingya in Myanmar’s Rakhine state particularly vulnerable is the denial of citizenship and the
reference by nationalist sections to them as illegal Bengali immigrants. Oddly enough, arguing
the defence of the junta’s actions at the ICJ was Nobel Peace Laureate and Myanmar’s leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, whose National League for Democracy swept to power in 2015. She
asserted that the Army had acted proportionately in countering the rebels and accused Gambia
of misrepresenting the situation, while critics point out that she downplayed the extent of the
violence and official failure to intervene. Observers highlight the absence of an explicit reference
to the Rohingya in her testimony, much like her equivocation after the 2017 carnage and claims
of fake news. She has even been accused of choosing to argue the defence in person with an
eye on the 2020 general election.

Lawyers representing Myanmar insisted that while violent crimes were committed during the
conflict, motives of genocide against the community could not be imputed against the
authorities. The ICJ, which adjudicates disputes between countries, has handed down guilty
verdicts in a few cases relating to crimes of genocide. But crucially, it has stopped short of
pinning the blame directly upon states as in the 2007 ruling on the Bosnian war of the preceding
decade, relying on a differentiation between ethnic cleansing and genocide. The challenges of
establishing conclusive proof of the intention to extirpate entire communities underlies this
caution. A decision regarding genocide relating to the atrocities against the Rohingya is not
expected any time soon. The more urgent concern before the court is Gambia’s petition seeking
an injunction that the violence against the community cease forthwith and the government
guarantee immediate protection. Ms. Suu Kyi must heed that call without reservations.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Register to The Hindu for free and get unlimited access for 30 days.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/myanmar-and-the-limits-of-pan-islamism/article25252377.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/rohingya-repatriation/article27210305.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30332637&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30332637&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 51

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Why you should pay for quality journalism - Click to know more

Please enter a valid email address.

Boris Johnson seems bent on delivering a no-deal Brexit

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/whypayfornews?utm_source=hindu&utm_medium=articlebottom&utm_campaign=whypay
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30332637&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30332637&utm_campaign=editorial
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 52

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-18

VICE PRESIDENT SEEKS BANGLADESH’S SUPPORT IN
RESTRUCTURING THE UN AND OTHER
MULTILATERAL BODIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Vice President's Secretariat

Vice President seeks Bangladesh’s support in restructuring
the UN and other multilateral bodies

Says policies that affect the entire world must not decided
by a few countries

India-Bangladesh bilateral ties are a role model of good
neighbourly relations: VP

India wants peace, stability and friendly ties with all its
neighbours

CAA meant to give citizenship to religiously persecuted
refugees and not to take away the citizenship of any Indian:
VP

Interacts with trainee-diplomats from Bangladesh

Posted On: 17 DEC 2019 4:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today sought Bangladesh’s
support in restructuring and reforming multilateral organizations such as the United
Nations so that policies that affect entire world were not decided by a few countries.

Interacting with trainee-diplomats from Bangladesh at Upa-Rashtrapati Bhavan in
New Delhi today, Shri Naidu pointed out that the world was multipolar now, and it was
time to restructure multilateral organizations to reflect this new global reality. 

Observing that India attaches the highest importance to Bangladesh, he said
“Bangladesh is special for us. Therefore, your visit to India is also special for us.”

The Vice President said that India always believed that a strong, stable and
prosperous Bangladesh was in India’s interest and “we would like to partner in your
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journey of progress to become a developed country by 2041.”

Asserting that India and Bangladesh have been able to resolve some   outstanding
issues including the land boundary and maritime boundary issue, Shri Naidu said
“Today   India-Bangladesh   bilateral   relations   are considered as a role model of
good neighbourly relations.”

He observed that India and Bangladesh have the potential to steer the Bay of Bengal
region to great prosperity. “We need to play an active   role   in   BIMSTEC   to   fully  
utilize   the   opportunities existing in this sub-region,” he added.

Stating that India was a committed development partner of Bangladesh and has
extended cumulative Lines of Credit of over US$ 8 billion to Bangladesh in the last 7
years for various infrastructure projects, Shri Naidu stressed that this was the largest
amount of credit India has ever committed to any single country.

As regards Citizenship Amendment Act, Shri Naidu said that the Indian Government
at the highest level had clarified that it was meant to give citizenship to religiously
persecuted refugees and not to take away the citizenship of any Indian. “It does not
affect the citizenship of Indian citizens of any religion,” he added.

Shri Naidu told the delegation that India was fully aware of the heavy burden on
Bangladesh as a result of the influx of lakhs of displaced persons from the Rakhine
State of Myanmar and that it appreciates Bangladesh for its humanitarian gesture
towards these displaced persons. He said that Bangladesh could count on India’s full
support towards their bilateral efforts with Myanmar in the repatriation of displaced
Rohingyas back to Myanmar.

Shri Naidu emphasized that India wants peace and stability in the neighbourhood and
friendly relations with all its neighbours. He said that Kashmir was a settled issue and
that deplored the attempts by a neighbouring country to aid, abet, fund and train
terror outfits to promote cross border terrorism.

Giving and overview of India’s growth story, Shri Naidu said that systematic reforms
undertaken by successive governments have made Indian economy strong and
resilient.  He said that there was a rising confidence and optimism about India all
around the world.

Ambassador Syed Mausad Mahmood Khundoker, Rector, Foreign Service Academy,
Dhaka & Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dhaka and Director General of
Foreign Service Academy, Dhaka Mr. Toufiq Islam Shatil and more than 20 Trainee
Diplomats were in attendance and interacted with Vice President.

Following is the full text of the speech –

“It is a pleasure to receive the delegation of diplomat trainees from Bangladesh led by
the Rector and the Director General of the Bangladesh Foreign Service Academy.



Page 54

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Bangladesh is special for us. Therefore, your visit to India is also special.

I am happy to know that this is the 4th training course for diplomat trainees being
conducted by FSI.I recall the visit of the previous batch of officer trainees to
Uparashtrapati Bhawan in November 2018.

I understand that you have an intense two-week program in India. The sessions at
FSI in the second week would give you an overview on India’s foreign policy.

I am glad to know that in addition to India’s Political system, cultural diplomacy and
soft power projection, you have also called on the Governor of West Bengal and
visited the Rashtrapati Bhawan, the Election Commission of India, Shantiniketan,
Vishwa Bharti, Elephanta caves, National Gallery of Modern Art, EXIM Bank and
Bombay Stock Exchange.

I am also informed that your India visit, unlike those for other training courses by FSI,
would cover five cities, which again is in line with the unique nature of ties between
India and Bangladesh.

I’m sure that you’ll return to Bangladesh with a much deeper understanding of India.

My dear young friends,

India attaches the highest importance to bilateral relations with Bangladesh. We
always believe that a strong, stable and prosperous Bangladesh is in India’s interest
and we would like to be a partner in your journey of progress to become a developed
country by 2041.

We reaffirm our commitment to stand with Bangladesh as a modern, secular,
prosperous, sovereign State, in keeping with the spirit of 1971 and in line with the
vision of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for
a developed Bangladesh.

It is highly commendable that Bangladesh has maintained a steady growth rate of 6
percent in the past decade and the poverty rate was also halved. Today,
Bangladesh’s economic development is considered as a success story.

India stands committed to strengthen bilateral relationship with Bangladesh on the
basis of friendship, trust and understanding for the mutual benefit of people and
collective prosperity of the entire region. We are fully supportive of the hopes and
aspirations of the people of Bangladesh.

India-Bangladesh bilateral relations are now growing from strength to strength.

Our Prime Minister Modi aptly describes it as a ‘sonaliadhyaya’ in our bilateral
relationship.

We have together been able to solve some outstanding issues including the land
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boundary and maritime boundary issue. Today, India-Bangladesh bilateral relations
are considered as a role model of good neighbourly relations.

Bangladesh is India’s natural ally and a long-standing reliable friend. India has been
consistently making efforts to strengthen the close ties between the two countries.

As regards Citizenship Amendment Act, the Indian Government at the highest level
has clarified that is meant to give citizenship to religiously persecuted refugees and
not to take away the citizenship of any Indian. It does not affect the citizenship of
Indian citizens of any religion.

India and Bangladesh jointly have the potential to steer the Bay of Bengal region to
great prosperity. We need to play an active role in BIMSTEC to fully utilize the
opportunities existing in this sub-region.

Frequent exchanges between the two Prime Ministers indicate the intensity of our

bilateral relations. The recent discussions of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina with Prime
Minister Modi during the former’s visit to India in October 2019 gave a further fillip to
our bilateral ties.

India and Bangladesh today enjoy a strong and vibrant partnership. The fact that
around 100 agreements/MoUs have been signed between our two countries in the
last five years and especially in high-technology areas including space, civil nuclear
energy, cyber security and IT, is a testimony of our expanding and strengthening
bilateral relations.

India is a committed development partner of Bangladesh and we have extended
cumulative Lines of Credit of over US$ 8 billion to Bangladesh in the last 7 years for
various infrastructure projects.

This is the largest amount of credit India has ever committed to any single country.

We have made tremendous progress in increasing connectivity by rail, road, air and
waterways. Prime Minister Hasina’s vision of restoration of pre-1965 links has been a
guiding factor for us in this regard.

Our visa policy has been greatly liberalized and long-term multiple entry visas are the
norm now. Five-year multiple entry visas are being given to senior citizens, all
mutktijoddhas and eligible business persons.

We are looking forward to participate in the celebrations of ‘Mujib barsho’ (birth
centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman) next year in Bangladesh.

I would also reiterate the sentiments expressed by our PM Narendra Modi during PM
Hasina’s visit to India in April 2017 and also during the visit of President of
Bangladesh to India in March 2018 of the commitment and continued efforts of
Government of India for an early conclusion of the Teesta agreement.
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India is fully aware of the heavy burden on Bangladesh as a result of influx of lakhs of
displaced persons from the Rakhine State of Myanmar.

India highly appreciates Bangladesh for its humanitarian gesture towards these
displaced persons.

India has been impressing bilaterally upon Myanmar to resolve the crisis by ensuring
safe and sustainable return of the displaced people back to Myanmar. India is also
extending assistance for the socio-economic development of the Rakhine State
through construction of low-cost houses that will facilitate the return of displaced
persons from Bangladesh.

We hope that our four tranches of relief supplies to the Government of Bangladesh in
September 2017, April 2018, September 2018 and December 2018 were useful in
meeting some of the requirements of such a large number of displaced Rohingyas.

We will also be extending the fifth tranche of relief and rescue materials, consisting of
tents, sewing machines etc.

Our humanitarian assistance is not one-off but a continued one to aid Bangladesh to
cope with this enormous challenge posed by the influx of refugees.

You can count on our full support towards your bilateral efforts with Myanmar in
repatriation of displaced Rohingyas back to Myanmar.

My dear friends,

As you are all aware, India is writing an impressive growth story. Our economic
stability is reinforced by strong fundamentals and resilient institutions and is at its
vibrant best. As a society, we are breaking shackles of social evils that hinder our
progress.

We have a tremendous youth population that promises a huge demographic dividend.
We are reforming our laws and improving the ease of doing business greatly.

There is a rising confidence and optimism about India all around the world. We
believe that peace and stability in our neighborhood is an essential pre-condition to
furthering our agenda of inclusive and sustainable development. We have always
adhered to the principles of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ as encapsulated in one of the
core mantras of our civilization ‘Loka samastha sukhino bhavanthu’.

We believe that progress and prosperity is meaningful only when it is shared, shared
with our friends, shared with our neighbours.

We are confident that Bangladesh will support us and partner with us in our quest for
inclusive and sustainable development.

We must recognize that the world now is a multi-polar one.
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It is time that we restructure and reform our multilateral organizations, especially the
United Nations to reflect this new global reality.

We seek the strong support of our neighbors in pitching the agenda of reforming
these international organizations so that policies that effect the entire world are not
decided by a few.

My dear young friends,

Let me once again welcome you to the Uparashtrapati Bhawan and wish you all the
very best for a long and brilliant career.

I hope that you will break down the narrow walls that divide the world and replace
them with bridges that connect people, through effective diplomacy.

Thank You!

Jai Hind!”

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-20

‘SRI LANKA WILL DEVELOP MATTALA AIRPORT’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Gotabaya RajapaksaR_V_Moorthy  

Sri Lanka’s civil aviation authority will develop the southern airport in Mattala, near the
strategically located Hambantota port, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said on Thursday, ruling
out earlier proposals of a joint venture with India. However, he invited Indian companies,
especially in the IT sector, to invest in Sri Lanka.

New Delhi — with known strategic interests in the airport adjoining the Chinese-run Hambantota
port — has in the past discussed a possible joint development plan with Colombo, to upgrade
the loss-making facility in Mattala built by former President Mahinda Rajapaksa. However, the
project did not take off despite multiple rounds of negotiations.

“There is no discussion with India on this project,” President Rajapaksa said, indicating that the
project was now off the table. On the other hand, a small country like Sri Lanka welcomed
foreign investment focusing on training Sri Lanka’s human resources, he said. “There is a lot of
worry about Chinese involvement in this region... the best thing is for other countries like India,
Singapore, Japan, Australia, and ASEAN countries to invest here... that is how you can counter,
just complaining won’t do,” he said, addressing foreign journalists.

Responding to a range of questions in his first interaction with foreign media since assuming
office, President Rajapaksa said his government is focussing on rationalising the taxation
system in order to improve the economy and restructuring the security apparatus to ensure
enhanced national security.

Mr. Rajapaksa said he would dissolve Parliament early March, signalling the likely conduct of
general elections in late April.

‘I am the victim’

On the diplomatic controversy with the Swiss government, following the alleged abduction of a
local staffer of the Swiss Embassy in Colombo, President Rajapaksa said: “In this case, I am the
victim,” adding that available evidence showed the abduction claim “is not true”.

“It was a planned thing to discredit me and my government... I want to clear my name and the
government’s... the legal side has taken over,” he said, days after the staffer was arrested for
“making a false accusation” that she had been detained and threatened.

Special discount offer on The Hindu subscription only for Today’s paper readers

Already have an account ? Sign in

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=30353546&utm_campaign=tp-international&#signin


Page 59

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 60

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-20

VALIDATION EXERCISE AND CLOSING CEREMONY
INDO-RUSSIA JOINT TRI-SERVICES EXERCISE INDRA-
2019

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

Ministry of Defence

Validation Exercise and Closing Ceremony INDO-Russia
Joint Tri-Services Exercise Indra- 2019

Posted On: 19 DEC 2019 4:00PM by PIB Delhi

          The second edition of bilateral tri-services Exercise INDRA-2019 between Indian and
Russia concluded today at Babina, Pune and Goa. The exercise included joint training in
counter terrorism and counter insurgency operations under the United Nations mandate.
Important lectures, demonstrations and drills related to counter terrorism operations were
rehearsed and executed jointly. Both the contingent shared their expertise and experience.

          As part of validation exercise held on 19 December 2019, troops of both the countries
carried out specialised joint counter terrorist operations which was witnessed by dignitaries of
services of both countries. The validation exercise was reviewed by Hon’ble Rajya Raksha
Mantri Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in presence of Lieutenant General SK Saini, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Command and other senior officers of both the participating
countries. The Russian side was represented by Lieutenant General Sergei Serukov, Deputy
Commander, Eastern Military District. The exercise concluded on 19 December 2019 with a
ceremonial closing ceremony by both the contingents.

          Exercise INDRA-2019 was very successful in increasing the bonhomie and camaraderie
amongst both the participating nations. The exercise provided an opportunity to both the Armies
for greater understanding and strengthening of mutual trust and cooperation.

 

 

 

Col Aman Anand

PRO (Army)
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-21

INDIA-US 2+2 DIALOGUE PROVIDES POSITIVE AND
FORWARD-LOOKING VISION FOR STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Ministry of Defence

India-US 2+2 Dialogue provides positive and forward-
looking vision for strategic partnership between the two
countries

Posted On: 19 DEC 2019 6:38PM by PIB Delhi

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar met US
Secretary of Defense Dr Mark T Esper and Secretary of State Michael R Pompeo in Washington
DC on December 18, 2019 for the second annual India-US 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue. This 2+2
Ministerial is the highest-level institutional mechanism between the two countries and provides
for a review of the security, defence and strategic partnership between India and the United
States.  This was the second 2+2 meeting and the first in US. 

At the Dialogue, both sides positively appraised the growing partnership between India and the
United States, and noted that important milestones had been achieved since the inaugural 2+2
dialogue in New Delhi in 2018. Both sides reiterated their commitment to advancing a free,
open, inclusive, peaceful, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. 

At the Dialogue, both sides also committed to further deepen military-to-military cooperation,
including between the Indian Navy and the US Navy Fleets under US Indo-Pacific Command,
Central Command, and Africa Command and intend to expand similar cooperation between their
respective Armies and Air Forces. A number of other initiatives to enhance military-to-military
cooperation were also agreed upon. 

The two sides concluded the Industrial Security Annex during the visit. Priority initiatives have
been identified for execution under the Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI)
programme. The two sides also concluded a standard operating procedure for this process.
These measures are expected to provide momentum to collaboration between the private
defence industries of both India and the US. The two sides also agreed to move forward in their
engagement in the area of defence innovation. 

Earlier, on the morning of December 18, Raksha Mantri was received at the Pentagon by US
Secretary of Defence Dr Mark T Esper, with a ceremonial Guard of Honour and accorded a 19-
gun salute. Shri Rajnath Singh and Secretary Esper later held delegation level bilateral talks at
the Pentagon on further strengthening India-US defence partnership and External Affairs
Minister held bilateral talks with his counterpart Secretary Pompeo. Shri Rajnath Singh also paid
floral tributes at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the Arlington National Cemetery. 

After the 2+2 meeting, Shri Rajanth Singh, along with Dr S Jaishankar, called on President of
the United States, Donald J Trump at the Oval Office. They were accompanied by US National
Security Adviser Ambassador Robert O’Brian. 
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Raksha Mantri began his visit to the US from New York on December 16 where he had
addressed a large Indian community reception. From New York, Shri Rajnath Singh travelled to
the Norfolk Naval Air Station on December 17, where he was briefed on the naval and air assets
stationed at the base.

 

ABB/Nampi/DK/Savvy/MTJ/ADA
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-22

INDIA, CHINA TO SEEK FAIR BORDER SOLUTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

It said both sides agreed that it was important to maintain peace and tranquillity in the border
areas for the “overall bilateral relationship”.

A statement issued by the Chinese embassy on the talks said the two countries are planning 70
events to celebrate the 70th anniversary of diplomatic ties next year. The statement added that
the two sides would “actively advance boundary negotiations in line with the Agreement on the
Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary
Question”.

The 22nd round was led by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese State Councillor
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi.

The MEA statement said the officials underlined the importance of approaching the question
from the “strategic perspective of India-China relations”.

The Indian and Chinese leaders last met at the Mamallapuram informal summit in October.
Saturday’s border-related meeting was specially significant as China has been critical of India's
August 5 decision to end the special status of Jammu and Kashmir and bifurcation of the region
into two Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. India had retorted by reiterating
Delhi's claims over the Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) by urging China to stop its activities in
that region.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-23

INDIA, IRAN AGREE TO ACCELERATE CHABAHAR
PORT DEVELOPMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

Iran Foreign Minister Javad Zarif welcoming his Indian counterpart S. Jaishankar in Tehran on
Sunday.  

Days after his visit to Washington, External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar met with
Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif for a meeting of the 19th India-Iran joint commission,
including talks on the Chabahar port, during a visit that could see him dealing with concerns of
Indian expatriates over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act as well.

In a tweet after the meeting on Sunday, Mr. Zarif said they had “excellent discussions on closer
bilateral relations and regional and global issues affecting our respective countries,” adding that
India-Iran ties are “ancient, historic and unbreakable”.

Productive meeting

Mr. Jaishankar said the meeting with Mr. Zarif and the Iranian delegation had been “very
productive”. “ [We] reviewed the entire gamut of our cooperation [and] agreed on accelerating
our Chabahar project,” he said in a tweet.

The meeting of the two ministers was the first since last month, when Mr. Zarif had told a group
of visiting Indian journalists that he was “disappointed” that India had allowed itself to be “bullied”
by the United States and stopped all oil imports from Iran. Speaking in Delhi, Iran’s Ambassador
Ali Chegeni had earlier suggested that India’s adherence to U.S. sanctions was also affecting
Chabahar port development plans.

In Washington last week, however, a senior U.S. official made it clear that it would continue its
“narrow exemption” to India to develop the Chabahar port, recognising its role as “as a lifeline to
Afghanistan in terms for India to be able to export humanitarian supplies and potentially helping
Afghanistan diversify its export opportunities.”

Subsequently, diplomats from India, Iran and Afghanistan met in Delhi on Friday and discussed
several new initiatives for the trilateral project at Chabahar.

Citizenship Act flagged

Meanwhile, the Mehr news agency reported that a “number of Indian businesspersons,
professionals, university and seminary students and scholars living in Iran” sought a meeting
with Mr. Jaishankar to discuss protests in India.

MEA officials did not respond to a query about whether the groups had been granted a meeting
with Mr. Jaishankar, or if the CAA had come up during his talks with the Iranian leadership. Mr.
Jaishankar is expected to meet with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani before he leaves Tehran
on Monday and travel next to Oman for bilateral talks.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-23

IRONING OUT THE WRINKLES IN TRADE DISPUTES
ADJUDICATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Mark Twain famously quipped that “the reports of my death are greatly exaggerated”. With the
retirement of two of the remaining three members of the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Appellate Body on December 10, and a veto by the United States on fresh appointments, the
“crown jewel” of the WTO been rendered dysfunctional. Although the demise of the Appellate
Body has struck a blow to the rule of law, those drawing up the obituary of the WTO in the
aftermath of its demise may have greatly exaggerated its consequences.

The consequences of the Appellate Body’s fall are overstated for a number of reasons. First,
because this effectively marks a return to the dispute settlement system under the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which, on the whole, proved surprisingly successful in
resolving disputes. Second, most of the disputes at the WTO concern rules that are actually
“self-enforcing”, with the Appellate Body only policing its enforcement by domestic authorities.
Finally, many States have conceived “alternative” strategies to overcome difficulties arising out
of the absence of a functioning Appellate Body.

The Appellate Body was set up in 1995 as a “safety valve” against erroneous panel reports in
return for the membership agreeing to adopt reports using the “reverse consensus” rule in lieu of
the “positive consensus” rule. Under the erstwhile positive consensus rule, reports issued by
panels composed to hear disputes under GATT, could be adopted only if each of the contracting
states favoured its adoption. This effectively handed a veto to the losing state.

However under the reverse consensus rule, the report would be automatically adopted, unless
each member objected to the adoption of a report. To eliminate the likelihood of erroneous panel
reports, the membership proposed the establishment of an Appellate Body, and the adoption of
the report was postponed till after such appeal was adjudicated by the Appellate Body.

The fall of the Appellate Body effectively marks a return to the previous system as it hands
states an opportunity to appeal an adverse panel ruling and effectively indefinitely delay its
adoption. While one would be forgiven to think that states under the GATT regime would almost
always veto unfavourable reports, a remarkable 71% of panel reports were adopted using the
positive consensus rule. Even where panel reports were not adopted by states they served as a
basis for the parties to “bilaterally” resolve their disputes in a mutually satisfactory manner. In a
vastly changed global economic landscape, the re-emphasis on diplomatic solutions in lieu of
judicialised solutions to resolve inter-state trade disputes may not be an entirely bad outcome.

The majority of the disputes at the WTO concern trade remedy matters. In such matters, if a
state violates the rules, for example those concerning dumping of goods or grant of subsidies,
affected states can without recourse to the WTO, adopt countermeasures such as imposition of
anti-dumping and countervailing duties. The dispute resolution mechanism primarily aims to
police the adoption of such countermeasures, namely whether they were warranted and
otherwise imposed consistently with the rules. As trade scholar Pauwelyn notes, the mechanism
is geared to address “over-enforcement” rather than “under-enforcement” of WTO rules. While
the fall of the Appellate Body may see the adoption of more unilateral sanctions by states,
possibly leading to increased trade wars, it will not render the WTO rules unenforceable. The
threat of reciprocal sanctions may in fact serve to encourage states to remain compliant with the
rules even in the absence of a functional Appellate Body at the helm of the dispute mechanism.
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Finally, although the membership could not prevent the fall of the Appellate Body as we know it;
several states have adopted ad hoc solutions. States such as Indonesia and Vietnam have,
through a no appeal pact, agreed in advance not to appeal the ruling of the panel in the dispute
between them, effectively waiving their right of appeal. The European Union (EU), Norway and
Canada have agreed on an interim appeal system for resolving any disputes through arbitration
using Article 25 of the dispute settlement understanding in a process mirroring that of the
Appellate Body with former Appellate Body members appointed as arbitrators. The EU has even
threatened to launch countermeasures under general international law for countries that lose at
the panel stage but refuse recourse to the interim appeal system under Article 25 of the dispute
settlement understanding and instead appeal the report “in limbo” with a view to avoid the
adoption of the report altogether. Although the overall effectiveness of such alternative
strategies to overcome the demise of the WTO Appellate Body is uncertain, they do represent
good faith efforts by some members at resolving future trade disputes.

In sum although the fall of the WTO Appellate Body represents a turbulent period in the history
of trade disputes adjudication, it by no means spells the end of the WTO. On the contrary it
presents an opportunity to the members to rethink and “iron out some of the creases” with the
present system. The ongoing negotiations between the United States and India in relation to the
Panel report in US-Carbon Steel, where the U.S. has appealled an adverse report to a
dysfunctional body, may offer an insight into how the dispute settlement system evolves.

Jay Manoj Sanklecha is a lawyer specialising in international law. The views expressed are
personal
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-25

CABINET APPROVES EX-POST FACTO THE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA AND UZBEKISTAN ON
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF COMBATING
TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME AND
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Cabinet

Cabinet approves ex-post facto the agreement between
India and Uzbekistan on Cooperation in the field of
Combating Transnational Organized Crime and
International Terrorism

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 4:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto
approval on an Agreement between the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Republic of India and the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Cooperation in the field of
Combating Transnational Organized Crime and International Terrorism, that was signed by
Union Home Minister and the Minister of Internal Affairs, Republic of Uzbekistan at New Delhi on
20th November, 2019 during the visit of Hon'ble Minister of Internal Affairs of Republic of
Uzbekistan to India.

 

The agreement aims to improve the effectiveness of both countries in prevention and
suppression of crimes including crime relating to terrorism and its financing, organized crime and
to establish a framework for enhancing cooperation between the officials of intelligence and law-
enforcement agencies of the two countries, in line with domestic laws and international
obligations.
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CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
SAUDI ARABIA FOR COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Saudi Arabia for
cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 4:37PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of
a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy of the Government of India and the Ministry of Energy of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia for cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy. This was signed on
29th October, 2019 in Riyadh.

Objectives

          The MoU aims at setting up a framework for cooperation between the two
parties in the field of renewable energy in the following areas:-

Upgrading the level of technologies and their applications in the field of
renewable energy.

1.

Contributing to the field of renewable energy to raise its efficiency in the national
energy combination in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

2.

Developing the Renewable energy projects in Solar, Wind, Biogas, Geothermal
and other fields of renewable energy.

3.

Development and localization of value chain in the field of renewable energy.4.

Developing and boosting uses of solar energy small applications for buildings,
homes and others.

5.

*********

VRRK/SC/SH
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CABINET APPROVES SIGNING OF MOU BETWEEN
INDIA AND BRAZIL ON BIOENERGY COOPERATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Signing of MoU between India and Brazil
on Bioenergy Cooperation

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 4:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its approval for
signing of Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of India and the Federative
Republic of Brazil on Bioenergy Cooperation. 

India and Brazil are major consumers of energy in the world and Brazil is one of the most
important trading partners of India in the entire LAC (Latin America and Caribbean) region.
Brazil is currently the world's second largest producer and consumer of biofuels and biofuels
and bioelectricity accounted for 18% of Brazil's energy mix. India also has a strong focus in the
area of bio-fuels and has set a target to achieve 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 5%
blending of biodiesel in diesel by 2030 with the announcement of new policy on Biofuels in 2018.

 

During the meeting between Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and President of Brazil
in India in 2016, the two sides agreed to cooperate on research and development of renewable
energies, as well as in the field of second-generation biofuels.

 

In this regard, the MoU provides a framework to cooperate and promote investment in biofuel,
bioelectricity and biogas supply-chains, including feedstock, industrial conversion, distribution
and end use sectors. Few other salient features of the MoU include Exchange of information on
agricultural practices and policies regarding biomass for bioenergy, including sugarcane, corn,
rice, oil-crops, and lignocellulosic crops; policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions levels
based on the use of biofuels, using cycle analysis and the issuance of emissions reduction
certificates traded in an organized market; trade aspects and the promotion of a joint position to
address market access and sustainability of biofuels, including advanced biofuels; Engine and
fuel modifications / adjustments that may be necessary for different percentages of biofuels
blended with fossil fuels.
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CHINA, RUSSIA AND IRAN TO HOLD NAVAL DRILLS IN
GULF OF OMAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China, Russia and Iran will hold joint naval drills starting Friday in the Gulf of Oman, Beijing and
Tehran said, at a time of heightened tensions since the U.S. withdrew from a landmark nuclear
deal with Tehran.

Set to take place from December 27 to 30, the military exercises aim to “deepen exchange and
cooperation between the navies of the three countries”, Chinese Defence Ministry spokesman
Wu Qian told reporters on Thursday.

Mr. Wu said the Chinese navy would deploy its Xining guided missile destroyer — nicknamed
the “carrier killer” for its array of anti-ship and land attack cruise missiles — in the drills.

For Iran, the drill’s purpose was to bolster “international commerce security in the region” and
“fighting terrorism and piracy,” said senior armed forces spokesman Brigadier General Aboldazl
Shekarchi.

The exercise would “stabilise security” in the region and benefit the world, state news agency
IRNA quoted him as saying on Wednesday.

China’s Foreign Minister said the exercises were part of “normal military cooperation” between
the three countries.
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CRACKS IN THE RELIC: ON U.S.-TURKEY RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Rising tensions in U.S.-Turkey relations are threatening to upset North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) unity. In the latest of a series of incidents, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoan has threatened to shut down two U.S. bases in retaliation for the proposed American
sanctions on Ankara over purchasing Russian weapons. The U.S. and Turkey are the largest
and second largest standing armies of NATO, respectively. There are U.S. nuclear warheads in
the Incirlik airbase, a critical facility for American operations in West Asia. Mr. Erdoan has
warned that Incirlik and the Kurecik radar base would be shut if there are sanctions. U.S.-Turkey
ties began slumping in recent years after Washington’s refusal to extradite Fethullah Gülen, a
U.S.-based Turkish Islamic preacher who is accused by Ankara of orchestrating the failed 2016
coup against Mr. Erdoan. The U.S. decision to arm and assist Kurdish rebels in Syria against the
Islamic State was another blow. Ankara sees the People’s Protection Units, the main Syrian
Kurdish militia that became an American ally in the anti-IS war, as an affiliate of the Kurdistan
Workers Party, the Kurdish militia on the Turkish side. In return, Turkey moved closer towards
Russia, now trying to raise its regional profile, and invaded Kurdish-held towns in northern Syria
earlier this year. Turkey’s decision to purchase the Russian S-400 missile system despite U.S.-
NATO opposition, was the tipping point.

An ally, a partner and American unilateralism: on the U.S. response to Turkey's S-400 deal with
Russia

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union, NATO — founded as a Soviet counterweight —
remained as a vehicle of western military might and continued to expand to Russia’s borders,
creating tensions between Russia and the West in the recent past. But with the resurgence of
populist, nationalist leaders in several western countries, the NATO’s relevance has been called
into question several times; U.S. President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel
Macron have used the words “obsolete” and “brain death”, respectively. Fast-deteriorating ties
between the U.S. and Turkey is adding to the crisis. The Trump administration has already
suspended Turkey from the F-35 programme, citing concerns over Russia spying on the fighter
jet’s capabilities using the S-400 system’s radar. Earlier this month, the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations Committee approved a Bill seeking sanctions on Turkey over the S-400 purchase and
the Syria offensive. But Ankara seems determined to go ahead with the S-400 deal and even
buy advanced Russian aircraft if the U.S. does not deliver the F-35s. And with threats to shut
down Incirlik and Kurecik bases, it is now clear that the cracks are wide open. The question the
Atlantic alliance faces in this hour of crisis is not just whether the U.S. and Turkey would
manage to resolve their differences, but also whether NATO, a Cold War relic, could stay
relevant in a post-Cold War era where bilateral ties are fast-changing.
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